he 


PAUL PRINS, of Valence School, Westerham, making great strides in the long jump. 


PAUL WATSON, of. 
Apollo Walk, Hull, putting 


a lot of muscle into a long- 


distance javelin throw. 


—.-- 


“A STAFFORD man stole 
two tins of dog meat for his 
dog’s. dinner, — but 
caught. He told magis- 
trates that he had given a 
_ share of his wage towards 
-helping spastic — children 


every week for five years |" 


instead of spending it on 
_beer, and had had -no 
money to feed his dog. The 
magistrates gave him a 
conditional discharge. 


_ ‘No’ to disabled 


AN administrative error on the 
part’ of a Council and the 
attitude of a local authority 
looks like robbing 50 disabled 
people of a home integrated 
into the community. Now the 
Minister for the Disabled, Mr 
Alf Morris, is looKing into the 
row brewing between Habin- 
teg, the housing association 
sponsored by The Spastics 
- Society, and Knowsley Council. 
The trouble started when land 
‘was accidentally transferred 
from Liverpool. Corporation, ' 
which favoured the Habinteg 
scheme on a site in the Prime 
Minister, Mr Harold Wilson's 
constituency’ in Huyton, to 
Knowsley Council when local 
government cheese into 
ettect on April 
site. near 


~was- | 


| 


' 


t 


Great success for 


International Games | 


BRITAIN played host nation to 12 other countries for 
the first ever International Spastics Games-~a two-day 
event held at Crystal Palace, London. 

The Games were opened. by Mr Alf Morris, the 
Minister for the Disabled, who said~ that every com- 
petitor was: ‘Doing a great service to disabled people all 


over the world’ 


The British team were selected from 


entrants in the National Games staged in July. 


Me Pee 


UP, up and away goes Tony Brown, of Harlow, Essex, 
during the high jump eyent. 


scheme 


been developed into an estate 
of 500 homes, with’ 50 for the 
disabled. 

A loan sanction of £3,000,000 
had heen allocated when the 
matter came before the Know- 


~sley Councit—and they turned 


AAW he ee 
Hittsioe y h 


it down .~ 

‘What incensed me particu- 
larly” said Mr Derek Lan- 
easter-Gaye, The Spastics 
Society’s Director of 
Resources, ‘wus that after 


spending two to three minutes 
considering the matter 
rejecting it, they then spent 30 
inutes discussing where and 
yw | to!) photograph the new 


ae Avenue, Huyton, was 10 haye Mayor,’ 


Full story and pictures are on page 3. 


am 


housing 


Knowsley Council has 
decided to keep the site as a 
publié open space, although 


amenities suchas a golf course, — 


tennis courts and a park exist 
around it. ; 

Now Mr Morris has entered 
the debate: ‘He. said, “I hear 
you're having trouble in Liver- 
pool Can I help?” He’s got 
a dossier on it and we're hop- 


ing for action in our fayour,’: |. 


said Mr Lancaster-Gaye. 
“Phe question is. whether to 


make a fuss or say the game’ 


isn’t worth the .candle—in 
which case 50 disabled people 
go without. As a charity we 
haven't got. a lot of money to 


} 
| 


throw around in a fight, he . 


added. : : 
The Knowsley scheme is th 

most ambitious project so far 

enyisuged by Habinicg, 


Spastics 
refused 
taxis at 
London 


Station 


RESIDENTS from one of 
The Spastics Society’s adult 
centres were left stranded 
in a thunderstorm at Fen- 
church Street station while 
no fewer than six taxi- 
drivers refused to carry 
them. 

Wheelchair users Tommy 
Danino and George Hopkins 
travelled unescorted by train 
from the Buxton Centre 
Derbyshire. Having suffered 
the usual indignity of riding 
in the guards: van, they were 
met at Fenchurch Street by 
John Read-Hammond and Neil 
Upstone, two of the Police 
Cadets who give much valuable 
Voluntary help to The Spastics 
Society. 


Six went by 


The eadets tried to hail & 


taxi for. the: journey to. the 
Seciety’s Family Services and 
Assessment Centre in Fitzroy 
Square where the two Buxton 
men had booked to stay over- 
night. - The first taxi driver 
refused, and the second ,,. 
and another, ... 


Finally, after six cabs had 
' gone past, one of: the cadets 


made his way through torren- 
tial rain to Fitzroy Square, 
Fortunately the centre’s own 
minibus happened to be out- 


side and was hastily despatched . 
to pick up the stranded trayel-- 
_lers—yictims, one hopes, of an 


isolated case of  discrimina- 


tion. 


PICTURED below are George 
Hovkins, Cadet John -Read- 
Hammond, Tommy Danino 
and Cadet Neil Upstone, once 
they had eventually arrived at 
Fitzroy Square. 
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Charity workers get 


younger every day ! 


Minister to 


speak at 


Conference | 


THE Minister for Housing and 
Construction, Mr Reg Freeson, 


will make the opening speech 


_at The Spastics Society’s South- 


east Regional Conference on 
September 22 at the Society’s 
Thomas. Delarue School, Ton- 
bridge, Kent. 

The theme of the conference 
will be ‘The 
Adolescent,’ and delegates from 
the 25 local groups, and repre- 
sentatives of local authorities 
will hear a variety of speakers 
including the Society's Head 
of Social Work and Employ- 
ment, Miss Margaret Morgan, 
and* the Senior Clubs and 
Holidays Officer, Mr Bill Har- 
greaves. 


SE ee 


Handicapped. 


CAROLINE ARNOLD, 
nine, and Robert Walters, 
eight, of Bideford: Avenue, 
Stafford, add up the takings 
from a garden fete which 
they organised in aid of 
local spastics. 

Their effort, supported 


by about 20 neighbours and. 
schoolfriends, raised £8 for. 


the Spastic Centre in 


Stafford. 


Pieture by courtesy of 


‘Stafford Newslette® 


DORA BECKER, a spastic 
who. has lived in.a New~ 
York Medical Centre for: 


the past 40 years since she 
was a youngster, has 


realised a lifetime’s ambi- 
tion with an exhibition of’ 


her paintings in Paris. 


» 


A DAY centre run by the East 


Sussex Spasics Group has 
been officially opened by- the 
Mayor of Histings, Councillor 
F. Funnell. Group chairmaa 
Mr John Coates spoke of the 
need for further expansion and 
an increase ip the help which 
the group offers to .spastics in 
the area. 
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- Patehy progress, 
reports survey 
on Morris Act 


‘DRIVE,’ the quarterly magazine of the Auto- 
mobile Association, has conducted a survey of 
how the 1970 Chronically Sick and Disabled 
‘Persons Act is being implemented by various 
~Jocal authorities. Findings show that progress 
across the country has been Uneven. Some areas 
have achieved a great deal while others have 
done virtually nothing. Several authorities. have 
concentrated on one aspect-of the Act at the 
expense of other provisions. 

Despite the difficulties 
anticipated. over the regis- 
tration clause of the Act, 
only three of the 30 
authorities approached had 
not carried out some kind 
of survey of disabled 
people in their area. The 
Director of Social Services 
for one of the three, stated 


Supper for 


‘tramps’ at 


Sherrards | 


A VERY successful Tramps’ 


coe Supper was held at _ the 
peat 5 ee at this:sind Society’s Sherrards Training 
might raise the expecta- | Centre in Hertfordshire. Cos- 


tumes were bought at a local 
jumble sale and many of the 


tions of the disabled when 


the authority hadn’t. the 
money to fulfil them. 

However, only one area 
was found in which no free 
parking badges for disabled 
drivers had been issued 
“because nobody had asked 
for them.’ 


Mixture 
"Drive’ quotes Mr Alfred 
Morris, ‘father’ of the Chroni- 


tally Sick and Disabled Per- 
sons Act, and now Minister 
for the Disabled: 

‘I look on them with a mix- 
ture of delight and disappoint- 
ment,’ he said of the four years 
since. his Private Members’ 
Bill was passed. ‘... The 
best authorities have shone in 
many different ways, others 
have shone in special ways. 
But so far we are unable to 
point to a general standard of 
improvement.’ 

The Automobile Association 
itself. could give local authori- 
ties a few lessons in following 
the spirit of the Act. It allows 
disabled people to join at a 
reduced membership fee; and 
provides them with a free 
copy of ‘Guide for the Dis- 
abled,’ containing details of 
convenient accommodation 
and other suitable facilities. 


————oooe a -< 


pee ac ee 


trainees who had not attended 
such an event before, said 
they enjoyed this part even 
more than the actual supper. 

About 20 trainees took part 
in the parade, after making 
up with no assistance from 
house parents. Said Mrs 
Joyce Hood, Social Trainer: 
‘I don’t think we have laughed 
so much at Sherrards in a long 
time.’ 

Mr VY. King, Principal, and 
Mrs Adams of the kitchen 
staff, acted as judges and found 
it very difficult to select the 
three best tramps, as all the 
entries. were so good. Final 
winners were: First, Martin 
Cannock; second, Tony Brown; 
and third, Rebecca Lindhurst. 
All received record tokens. 


EAST Surrey and Croydon 
horse. show 
1,000 -entries, and included 
Triple Olympic gold medalist 
Richard Meade among the 
judges. Proceeds were divided 
between The Spastics Society’s 
Coombe Farm Centre and 
Imperial Cancer Research. 


A SPONSORED pram-push 
held by Sheffield ex-Boxers 
Association has raised £500 for 
the local Chantrey School for 
spastics. 


BROWNIES 1 must i. good and belpfal:a and kind at all 


attracted over . 


times, and the Sixth (Baptist Church) Salisbury Brownie 
Guide pack certainly lived up to these ideals when they 
organised a stall loaded with fancy goods they had made 
themselves. They took their wares to the Guildhall in 
Salisbury and set up shop at the Salisbury Spastics Asso- 
ciation summer bazaar. 


Picture by courtesy of the Western Gazette, Yeovil iz 


Harding Award for 
Dr Sheridan’s 


outstanding’ work 


DR Mary Sheridan, OBE, 
whose work with handi- 
capped children led to 
close links with The Spas- 
tics Society, has been 
awarded the 1974 Harding 
Prize. 

The Harding Award, 
named after Lord Harding, 
Chairman of the National 
Fund for Research into 
Crippling Diseases, was in- 
augurated three years ago 
by the National Fund and 
the Central Council for the 
Disabled, to be awarded 


annually for outstanding 
work of benefit to the dis- 
abled. 


Early tests 


Dr Sheridan is well known 
for her work in developmental 
paediatrics, particularly in 
relation to-the early identifica- 
tion of handicapped children 
and the full assessment of their 
disabilities and their assets. 

Daughter of an Irish doctor, 
practising in Liverpool, Dr 
Sheridan won a Senior City 
scholarship to Liverpool 
University where she gradu- 
ated in medicine and arts. As 
a medical student she deter- 
mined to. work with children, 
and while working as a public 
health officer in Cheshire and 
then Manchester, found child- 
ren were not being adequately 
tested for sight and hearing 
defects. Her Stycar vision, 
and other develop- 
mental tests are now standard 
in _most English speaking 
countries. 

After the Second World War, 
Dr Sheridan became a medical 


hearing, 


MINERS in a Scottish pit had 
a custom which proved a lucra- 
tive source of money for spas- 
tics. They built a wishing 
well in the pit yard and every 
pay day it was a tradition to 
throw coins in the water. 

Now the trading has been 
forced to come to an end with 
the closure of the pit at Kings- 


Shotts. The money had been 
donated to the Alexander 
Adamson Home for Spastics at 
Wishaw. 


civil servant working first in 
the Children’s Department of 
the Home Office and then at 
the Ministry of Health where 


she was given special res- SICSOR Da ee ae 
ponsibility for handicapped | 4 STREET jumble sale by 11- 
childrens: For ahe work she to cee -old Scottish twins and 
was later. awarded the OBE. their friend aged 10 meant that 


After retiring in 1964 she con- 


‘tinued her researches at Guy’s 


“the Scottish Council. for the 


Care of Spastics was richer by | 


| “Highland fling | 


Hospital, and is Consultant | More than £8. 


Paediatrician Emeritus at 
Guy’s, and Honorary Senior | 
Lectyrer at the Institute of _ 
Child Health, University of | 
London. | 


re 
| 
hill No 3 Colliery, Allanton, 
} 


to aid spastics 


UP in Aberdeenshire they are 
dancing for spastics.. The 
Aljixa Burnett School of Danc- 
ing of Fraserburgh and Mint- 
Jaw has raised £334 during the 
past year by a series of shows 
and collections, while -the | 
Lynn Walker School of Danc- 
ing, Strichen, and the Denise 
Gray School of Dancing, 
Sandhauen, both in Aberdeen- 
shire, have contributed £32 
and £25 respectively by the 
same means. 
“This is a novel way of heip- | 
ing spastics tn Scotland and we | 
| 
| 


are most grateful for ‘the 
dancers’ efforts,’ commented 
Mr Roy Learmonth, Appeals 
Officer of the Scottish Council 


for the Care of Spastics. = her father. 


Goodbye to an old friend.. 


BROWN OWL, Miss Nellie Matthews, 78, has sadly 


wished goodbye to her Brownies and Cub Scouts at the | 


Cosham Cerebral Palsy Unit, Hampshire. 

Miss Matthews, who has been awarded the MBE for 
her work with handicapped Guides, formed the Cosham 
packs 16 years ago. The Cerebral Palsy unit is due to be 


closed next term and the children will disperse to other | 


schools, so the Cubs and Brownies have been disbanded. 
_ Miss Matthews received a portable radio from the 
children as a farewell gift. 


...and hopes for new ones 


PAUL SHEVLIN, 24, of chester, would like a pen- 
Felixstowe, Suffolk, would like friend either male or female. 
a female pen-friend of around Her interests are handicrafts 


the same age, who is a spastic 
like himself. Mr Shevlin goes 
out to work and leads a fairly 


and pop records. She works 
full time at Remploy Indus- 
tries for the disabled. She 


active life. would like to meet somebody 
Please write to him at 55 who, like herself, drives- an 

Wadgate Road, Felixstowe, invalid car, 

Suffolk, IP11 8LX. Please write to Miss Cather- 
Also looking for a pen ine Sheridan, 19 Mersey Cres- 

friend is Miss Catherine - cent, West Didsbury, Man- 

Sheridan, aged 20, of Man- — chester M20 8 2); 


as Se EE eC BP ES 


Rain did 


notdampen 


fete cash 


THE rain in Spain may 
stay mainly on the plain, 
but it plainly did not stay 
away from the annual fete 
at The Spastics Society’s 
residential centre, Jacques 
Hall, the proceeds of 
which will go to financing 
a holiday in Spain for the 
residents. 

However, since rain is a 
traditional part of summer 
fetes, visitors’ spirits were 
_.__— not dampened and a 
record £670 was raised. 

Business was brisk once 
stallholders dared to 
emerge from beneath their 
stalls where they had dived 
for cover from the deluge. 
Less lucky were the 
Grange Brass Band whose 
performance had to be cut 
short — their instruments 
got waterlogged and had to 
be dried out. 

On a more cheerful note 
—the Harwich and Dover- 
court Rugby Club won the: 
tug-of-war and claimed a 
giant barrel of beer. : 


IT was 2 double pleasure for The Sis Society's North 
West Senior Regional Officer, Mrs Audrey Joyce, when 
Barrow Rotary Club presented £150 to Mr R. Wilton, 
Treasurer of Barrow and District Spastic and Handi- 
capped Children’s Society. For making the presentation 
was the President of Barrow Rotary Club, Mr J. Parker— 


Picture by courtesy of the Barrow News and Mail 


Holiday was 
worth the 


hard work 


MISS Elizabeth Elliott, Princi« 
pal Social Worker of the Scot- 
tish Council for the Care of 
Spastics, has organised 
another week’s holiday for a 
group of spastics drawn from 
every part of. Scotland. 

This year the party of 50; 
including Miss Elliott and 10 
helpers, stayed’ at Linn Moor 
School, near Peterculter in 
Aberdeenshire, ~ 

‘Every year my ‘main probs 
lem is finding suitable accom 


modation because the number 


of places which have the facili< 
ties we need are pretty few, 
Said Miss Elliott. ‘I would 
welcomé any suggestions from 
readers of Spastics News. for 
future holidays. . Tt: ig; yolly 
hard work looking after parties 
of this. size, but it is well 
y Werth: it when one sees how 
they benefit’ from breaks of 


} this type. 
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ELAINE CALVERT, of the Lancaster Training Centre, 
really getting off the ground in the high jump event. 


A MEDAL and a handshake for’Helen McVitie, of the 
Lancaster Training Centre,- after coming first in the 
jayelin eyent. Presenting the gold medal was Mr Diyenus 
Werstedt, of the Swedish Barbaey: 


the first 


people into normal society.’ 


JACKY ROBERTS, who comes from Frock, near Truro, Cornwall, tries her hand at throwing the club. 


Competitors from 13 countries 


ational 


Fir 


a 


t Inter 
es hel 
in Britai 


The International Spastics Games was an event 
at which there could be no losers, said Mr Alfred 
Morris, the Minister for the Disabled, before 
opening the Games at Crystal Palace, London. 

‘There may be those who fail to win their events,’ 
he said, ‘but every participant will gain, some- 
thing, and | believe that every competitor here 
is doing a great service to disabled people all 
over the world” 

He added that many noble had eyes to see 
only the disabilities of handicapped people. It 
was his good fortune to have the job of pointing 
out their abilities. Many of the ablest people in 

Britain were physically handicapped. 
‘know not all disabled people take part in 
sporting activities,’ he said. ‘But many more 
could if society at large would allow them to do 
so. 

‘We are honoured that 
International 
Spastics Games. are taking 
place in Britain. We know 
that the Games will go 
from strength to strength, 
because disabled people 
internationally are on the 


march. I want to see the 
integration. of disabled 


Mr Morris. referred to 
the Chronically Sick and 
Disabled Persons Act 
which he piloted through 
Parliament. ‘That was the 
work of a fellowship of 
people all across the coun- 
try, “he said.. “We were 
determined to see society 
open its doors for disabled 
people, so that they could 


emphasise their abilities 
and make a contribution to 
society, including the field 
of sport, in a way never 
before achieved. 

‘We shall take away 
from Crystal- Palace the 
message ‘that we must all 
be determined that disabled 
people everywhere should 
be given the opportunity 
to express their abilities in 
normal society.’ 

Introducing Mr Morris, 
The  Spastics Society’s 
Director, Mr James Loring, 
pointed out that representa- 
tives from no fewer than 11 
nations, or 13. if you 
counted Scotland. and 
Wales separately, were at 
the Games.. 


He also pointed out that 


Mr Morris was the only 
Minister for the Disabled 
throughout the world. He 
described - Mr Morris’s 
Chronically Sick and Dis- 


abled Persons Act as the - 


most important contribu- 
tion in the cause of dis- 
abled people. 

The Society’s Director of 
Resources, Mr Derek Lan- 
caster-Gaye, said it was 
encouraging that the num- 
ber of competitors in spas- 
tics games seemed to’ be 
increasing year by «year. 
“There is a growing inter- 
est in sport for the dis- 
abled,’ he said. ‘Especially 


in the way that rules are 


being formulated.’ 


PUTTING the shot for the 
British team — Paul 


Richardson from the Percy 
Hedley School. - : 


DIANE PURVIS, of the 


: Percy Hedley School, con-— 


centrates hard in the. 


HANDLING a wheelchair can involve considerable skill, as Dennis Sproates, of the precise javelin throwing: 
Percy Hedley Former Pupils Association demonstrates, during the wheelchair slalom, event, hg APRA he Bos 


6 ; mips 


* “RIGHT 6 on 8 ‘targe et in the precision javelin throwing event 
is Janet Lewis, ech he Bristol, 


oe eee 
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A DRY Derek Nimmo congratulates his damp six-year- 


old son Piers and Sue Holder of the Bristol °62 Club after 


_ their sponsored swim. 


Rusty splashes out 
with £700 success 


RUSTY WRIGHT decided 
to take the plunge and try 


to raise funds for the 
Association of 62 Clubs in 
her spare time. Her effort 


_ made a big splash for. she 


raised a total of £700 in 
just three hours with a 
sponsored swim. 

Rusty, 20-year-old secre- 
tary to The  Spastics 
Society’s Senior Clubs and 
Holidays Officer, Mr W. 
Hargreaves, got swimmers 
from all over the country, 
both able-bodied and dis- 
abled, to take to the water 
at London University’s 
swimming pool. 

They included six-year-old 
Piers Nimmo whose father; 
Stars Organisation for Spastics 
member Derek Nimmo, gave 
ihe signal for the off, a polio 
wictim, and Mary Warring- 
ton, a member of the Cossacks 
Swimming Club for the handi- 
capped, Stoke-on-Trent, who 
js a well-known trophy winner; 

Piers was first in the water 
with Rusty, and swam two 
lengths at £5 atime. Mary 
swam 30 lengths and three 
members of the Bristol °62 
Club, Sue Holder, Anne Trot- 
man and Chris. Clark with 
Fenny Lloyd, Careers Advisory 
Officer in Bristol], all swam the 


and Clive Layton, of Croydon, 
raised the highest . individual 
sum of £69. 


swim has whetted 


The 


RUSTY at her office type- 
writer. 


Rusty’s appetite for fund-rais- 
ing: ‘But I’m thinking of some- 
thing different for next year— 
perhaps badminton,’ she said. 
Rusty herself swam 40 lengths 
and raised £35. 

Thames Valley Police 
Cadets acted as life-savers for 
the event, 


maximum of 40 lengths. 


Valerie Lang and Martin 
Pereira, of the Association’s 
Committee, also took part, and 
there was even a foreign eniry. 
'A young spastic visitor from 
Poland, Thomas  Michalkie- 
wicz, swam 16 lengths. In all 
37 swimmers took the plunge 


rr 


‘A CHARITY dance organised 
by Lions Club members in 
Bath, Frome, Chippenham, 
Melksham, Devizes and Calne 
hhas raised £166 for the spastic 
day unit in Bath. 


A MINI-auction held at the 
home of Commander and Mrs 
R. Macpherson of Modbury, 
Devon, has raised £130. The 
money will be used to buy a 
carpet for the infants’ room at 
the Trengweath Spastics 
Centre, Plymouth. 


NEWARK Society of Artists 
had more than 70 paintings on 
show at its annual art exhi- 
bition, the proceeds. of which 
were donated to The Spastics 
Society. 


A few tears 


IT was all a bit too much 
for seven-year-old Martin 
Venner when it came to 
presenting a picture he and 
his friend Philip Smith, 
also seven, had painted at 
the White Lodge Spastic 


- Centre, Chertsey, Surrey. 


But he.gamely brushed away 
his tears and carried on with 
the presentation. The gift was 
the - children’s way. of saying 
thank you when David Robin- 
son, former chairman ‘ of 
Woking Council handed over a 
cheque for £3,000 towards the 
centre’s running costs. The 


presentation; at an informal 
ceremony, rounded off a series 
of fund-raising activities. in- 
volving Woking councillors 
and organisaticns. 

They included" a charity 
show, ‘a horse show, a spon- 
sored hockey game and a spon- 
sored shoot by the Territorial 
Army. Each year the chair- 
man of the Council launches 
an appeal for charity and Mr 
Robinson chose White Lodge. 
The cheque was handed over 
to Mr David Barke, chairman 
of White Lodge Management’ 
Committee, and the treasurer, 
Mr Kenneth Wakely hopes 
that an extension can be pro- 
vided to cater for mentally- 
handicapped children. 

As horse riding plays an 


Woking Council, 
important role in helping the 
children at White Lodge, £150 
raised at the Horse Show was 
presented to Mrs Sally Mum- 
ford on behalf of the Quest 
Riding Association for the 
Disabled. 


Top marks] ‘Outstanding’ 


for Scots 
Appeal man 


BRITAIN’S top managerial 
training centre at Sundridge 
Park sees more than 2,000 
young executives pass through 
each year but, up till now, not 
one has achieved 100 per cent 
in the end-of-course evaluation 
exam. 

First man to do it when he 
completed a course in business 
management was I 


mouth, aged 43. Kirriemuir- 
born Mr Learmouth, Organi- 
ser of the Scottish Spastics 
Appeal fund, was with the 
Orkney Tourist Association 
and Orkney Fisheries Associa- 
tion before joining the Scot- 
tish Council for The Care of 
Spastics last year. 


Roy Lear-_ 


charity year 


CHILDREN of Longwood 
County Primary School, Mile 
Oak, Tamworth, Staffordshire, 
have raised the staggering sum 
of £628.26 for charity in the 
last school year: Their head- 
master, Geoffrey Lewis, said: 
‘We try to teach the children to 
think of others less fortunate 
than themselves, but I think 
this year has been outstanding.’ 

Fund-raising events included 


a ‘‘hush-in’ with children 
remaining absolutely _ silent 
from five minutes to 20 


depending: on age, and nearly 
a dozen charities have bene- 
fited including The Spastics 
Society. : 


epee 


et re 


CAROLINE and Richard 
Hamilton, of Halifax, raised 
£7 for The Spastics Society 
with a jumble sale in their 
garden, 


THE Ruislip holiday for spastic children is over for 
another year, but judging from the smiling faces of the 20 
children and their hosts in Ruislip, happy memories of the 


holiday will linger for some time fo come. 


The pro- 


gramme for the children was full of outings, entertain- 
ments and parties, even a fish and chip picnic at Bayhurst 
Wood after an evening’s swimming. Buckingham Palace 
and the Royal Mews,. Chessington Zoo and a visit to 
Windsor Safari Park were just some of the outings the 


children enjoyed. 


This is the fourth year that the Ruislip Christian 
Council haye run a highly successful holiday for spastic 
children, thanks to the work of their Chairman, Mr 
Clifford Littler, himself a wheelchair-user (seated centre), 
and Mr Jim Cumming (seated front row), their Treasurer. 


MRS CAROLE SMITH, the Administrator of 
Martin Venner and a composed 


‘shire 


han 
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Jersey survey for 


kK you 


HE 


Lodge, looks on as a tearful 
Philip Smith present a picture to David Robinson of 


Pieture by courtesy of G. 
Purser, The Surtey Herald 


- disa bled visitors 


A GROUP of 20 physically 
handicapped and able-bodied 
students is conducting a survey 
of Jersey to produce a guide 
for tho disabled to the island. 

The group, from three Berk- 
schools including 
Hephaistos, the first grammar 
school ‘for the physically 
handicapped, has eight mem- 
bers in wheelchairs. 

The survey will cover air 
and ferry routes, between both 


October date 
for NAIDEX 


THE National- Aids- for. the 
Disabled Exhibition and Con- 
ference will this year be held 
at Harrogate from October 
16-19. 

Last vear’s -conference 


(Naidex °73), held in Brighton, 
was the first time that such-an 
event has been arranged. It 
proved very successful, with 
over 10,000 visitors to the 
exhibition and more than 400 
conference delegates. 


JOHN BEADLE, 43, an execu- 
tive member of Thurrock Spas- 
tics’. Society,” has “been 
appointed to the boatd ‘of 
directors of a new international 
firm of investigators, 


Mr Beadle, of Corringham, 
Essex, will master-mind sur- 
veys and_ investigations 
throughout the world on behalf 
of insurance underwriters, 


the mainland and France, and 
major island sites, hotels and 
guest houses will be surveyed 
from the handicapped visitor’s 
point of view. 

The group plans to stay twa 
weeks and among voluntary 
societies helping them will be 
The Spastics Society. H is 
planned to publish the guide 
in early 1975 and the Jersey 
Tourism Office will distribute 
it free of charge. 


AUDREY HOLDER, a 
resident at The Spastics 
Society’s Coombe Farm 
centre at Croydon, shows 
off the fire escape chute at 
the home. So successful 
‘has the chute proved under 
practice conditions that a 
second is to be installed at 
the other end of the build- 
ing. 

The chute, 2ft 6in in 
diameter, is made of fire- 
retardant resins and coated 
inside with a_ special 
material to slow down the 
user’s speed of descent. 
Made by Brylan Plastics 
Ltd, of West Thurrock, 
Essex, its use in an emer- 
gency cuts down the num- 
ber of staff needed to 
evacuate partially and 
totally disabled people 
from the upper storey of 
buildings. threatened by 
fire. One at the top» can 
assist people in, while one 
waits at the bottom to help 
them off. 


Picture by courtesy of 
Fechnical Public Relations 
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Winners 
of our 


children’s 


contest 


WHAT a wonderful response 
we had -to our Children’s Holi- 
day contest. We asked you to 
tell us about your holiday, 
either in words or a picture— 
and the entries delighted us; 
both in their number and their 
high standard. 

Most of the entries were of 
pictures rather than stories, so 
it is no surprise that the artists 
win all the prizes. There were 
some very nice written entries; 
but after a lot of deliberation; 
the judges decided that the pic- 
tures were so good that they 
must get the cash prizes, 

Here are the winners: 

First prize of £10 worth of 
Premium Bonds in the 10-15 
age group goes to Colin Lam- 
bert, aged 15, of Abbotts Walk, 
Pen-y-Maes, Holywell, Clwyd. 
Runner-up is Linda Sarganf, 
aged 12, of Belchamps Way, 
Hockley, Essex, who wins £5 
worth of Premium Bonds: 
Linda, who isa spastic, painted 
her picture with the brush in 
her mouth. It shows her sit- 
ting in her wheelchair watch- 
ing Mickey Mouse when she 
visited the Walt Disney World 
in America, as the result of 
winning a previous compe- 
tition. Lucky Linda! 

First prize in the under-10 
age group goés to. David Lan- 
gridge, aged cight, of Cromwell 
Road, Shaw, Newbury, Berks. 
He wins £10 worth of Premium 
Bonds for his colourful picture 
story about the Top Ten holi- 
day week for “Spastics Pool 
collectors. and their families. 


Runner-up is Joan Hamilton, © 


aged nine, of Fulwood Avenue, 
Glasgow, who wins £5 worth 
of Premium Bonds. 

Not all of you could win; 
of course, but we would like to 
thank eyeryone who entered 
and say ‘Better luck next time.’ 


BOLTON  Spastics Society; 
Lancashire, has received a 
donation of £230 from the 
7th Bolton Scout Group. The 
money will be used towards 
the provision of a short-stay 
home for Bolton’ spastics; 


EE = 
A fete held at The Spastics 


Society’s Ingfield. Manor 
-School in Sussex has made a 
record profit of £1,100, The 
event was opened by- Vera 
Lynn, a founder-member and 
former Chairman of the Stars 
Organisation for Spastics, The 
proceeds will. aelp to swell the 
unads for a new mini-bus with 
hydraulic lift, to »be used by 
‘pupils at the school,’ * 


THE two pictures above won the first prize in the 10-15 age group for Colin Lambert, of 


Holywell. 


DAVID LANGRIDGE, of Newbury, first prizewinner in 


the under-10 age group, sent in a picture story. This is 


how he described the scenes illustrated: 


“1 WENT to Pontins camp to 
stay for one week with my 
Daddy and Mummy and my 
sister, It was fhe special Top 
Ten holiday week; May ti 
until the 18th. -We stayed in 


a camp chalet, and we had 
good meals, 5 

“We had a lovely time in the 
camp playground and we had 
lots of fun on the boating lake, 
and rides in the “noddy” train. 


I went in for a painting compe- 


warden Eddie Chapleo. 


Picture by courtesy of Essex County Newspapers 


SINCE there was not enough room in Wakes Colne 
village hall for all Sue Bacon’s friends to attend her wed- 
ding reception—she took the champagne to them. For | 
two years, Sue, 18, has been an assistant houseparent at 
the Stars Organisation for Spastics residential centre, 
Wakes Hall, Essex. She particularly wanted te share her 
day with the spastics who live there, so after the ceremony 
at the village church she took her new husband, Reuben 
Blick, a lorry driver aged 28, to meet her old friends. ‘I 
think it was a super thing for her to do, said Wakes Hall 


tition and I won the first prize, 
which was a packet of six 
pencil crayons: 

‘We went to see the tall Black- 
pool tower and we played on 
the beach. It was rather windy 
weather. I enjoyed the tram 
rides. It was fun. : 

‘One day we went to the 
Doctor Who exhibition, and 


we were rather afraid of all 
the Doctor Who monsters.’ 


} 


‘sponsored by the 
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LINDA SARGANT painted her picture with a brush in 


her mouth. It shows Linda in her wheelchair watching 
Mickey Mouse, and it made her runner-up in the 10-15 


age group. 


Gs 


A HAPPY picture ‘On holiday at the Torre-Nova, won 


the runner-up award in the under-10 age group for Joan 


Hamilton, of Glasgow. 


Grateful man ‘rewards’ Society 


A RESEARCH worker im 
Clevedon; Bristol; did not 
know the back door of his 
estate car was faulty until the 
papers he had been working 
on for the last 18 months fell 
out and were lost. He was 
shattered by the blow and 
thinking of offering a reward 
for their safe return when they 
were handed in by a Portis- 
head doctor. The owner was 
so grateful that the reward 
money has found its way to 
The Spastics Society. 


THE proceeds of a horse show 
Thornton 
Engineering Company of Brad- 
ford amounted to £250, which 
was presented to Bradford and 
District Spastics Society. 


A SPASTIOCS Society ‘Susie’ 
doli which: had stood outside 
an Enfield, London, grocers’ 
shop every day for five years, 
has been smashed and the con- 
tents stolen. Now the grocer, 
Mr James Eustanee, is unsure 
whether to replace the doll; 
which has collected a con- 
siderable amount in aid of 
spastics over the years, 


News in 


brief — 


HOLYPORT Youth Club 
members hit -the right note 
when they trundled a piano 
from’ their headquarters to 


Windsor and back—a journey 
of 12 miles. They made the 
grand total of £123 from the 
sponsored piano push—half 
was presented to Keith Sten- 
ning, assistant secretary of the 
Chiltern Spastics Society, and 
half will go to club improve- 
ments. 


A SPASTICS Society gift shop 
is being opened in Cambridge 
Avenue; Forest -Hall, New- 
castle, 


GREAT. Ness Women’s Insti-« 
tute has presented £260 to the 
Shropshire Spastics Suciety 
for special equipment at the 


»group’s new, certre in Shrews< 


bury. 


THE proceeds ef a horse show 
sponsored by the Thoraton 
Engineering Company of Brad« 
ford amourisd tc £250, which 
was presented to Bradford and 
District Spastics Society, 


INDEPENDENT groups off 
disabled motorists now have # 
central organisation called thé 
Disabled Motorists Hederas 
tion. This body publishes # 
journal, the ‘Flying Mat, 
which -is available free of 
charge from David Wynne, 15 
Rookery Road, Tilston, 
Malpas, Cheshire SY14 7HB: 


THE annual schools’ walk# 


took place last month in Trent 
Park, North London, Hainault 
Forest, East London, and 
along the towpath of the Riveg 
Thames from Kew to Hang 
House, The total raised i@ 
expected to.top £2,000. 


NN RS 
AROUND 20 grand old ladie€ 


were put through their paces at 
the Lincoln Spastic Socicty 
Show Committee’s biggest 
fund-raising event, the Caenby 


_ Corner Steam Spectacular. 


The steam engines, nearly al} 
built before or during the 
First World War, came. front 
as far as County Durham and 
Essex, and drew 25,500 people 
to the two-day event. Another 
big attraction was provided by 
the Army’s helicopter display 
team, ‘The Blue Eagles,’ whic} 
put ona spectacular performa 
ance in the air. . 

Peter Brown, the Show Cont 
mittee’s Publicity Officer, -saidg 
“We've made £5,000 since tha 
first spectacular in 1967, and 
we should know how mucti 
we've made this time by thé 
end of September. Numberg¢ 
were slightly down on last year 
when we had a crowd of 26,0003 
and IT think this is due to the 
‘current economic situation.’ 


COOMBE Farm residents hava 


been mourning the loss of theiy 
racing pigeons. Thieves brok¢ 


_into the cage at The Spasticg . 


Society’s residential centre a# 


Croydon where the birds wong 


housed and took all 22. 


=e 


6 SPASTICS NEWS 


SEPTEMBER 1974 


Second win | 
in Olympics’ 


“MELODY STRAWSON 
and Paul Jones, both aged 
14, won the school ballot 


to decide who should 
receive the trophy they are 


holding in the picture 
_ right. For their school 
George Ward School, 


Melkham, had won the 

Wiltshire Charity Olympics 

with two teams. 
They _ beat 


15 other 


schools competing at RAF 


Colerne, near Bath, to 
raise £90 for The Spastics 
Society. The cup had been 
presented to the Wiltshire 
Education Committee by 
Group Captain Geoffrey 
Cooper, of RAF Colerne. 
To win the Olympics the 
teams had to compete in 
swimming, general ath- 
letics and do a 10-mile 
walk around the air base 
and an assault course. 
Already £1,147.37 has 
been raised by the compe- 
tition with more still to be 


counted. 
Picture by hureny of 
Western Daily Press 


Study and pleasure 


from new rural unit 


A NEW rural science unit has been opened at. the 


Society’s Meldreth Manor School in Hertfordshire. 


The 


unit cost more than £1,000, which was raised mainly 


through donations. - 


It is a combined garden and miniature zoo. The 


animal section has rabbits, 


hamsters, tortoises and a 


variety of birds, including budgerigars and silver pheas- 


ants. 


ehair accéss. 


On the horticultural side there are flower beds, a 
vegetable garden and a greenhouse, all with easy wheel- 


The 120 pupils at the school will use the unit for both 


. Study and pleasure. 


CLACTON and District sie, 


a Pea nee 


= = 


"SUMMER 
South-east Surrey 
group’s annual fete and washed 
away their profits. ‘Half the 
sideshows had to -be aban- 
doned, prizes that had been 
bought in went un-Wwon, and 
fewer people turned out 
because of the rain. The result 
was £70, a loss of £30 on the 
previous year. 


storms .-deluged 


Spastics 


f 


Party record 

A WINE and cheese party held 
at Petworth House by West 
Sussex Spastics Society has 
raised a record sum of £800. 
The money will help towards 
the runing costs of the group’s 
holiday bungalow at Brackle- 
sham Bay. 


A DOOR-to-door — collection 
held by Sarrow-in-Furness and 
District Spastic and Handi- 
capped Children’s Society has 
resulted in a total of over £430. 


ITS’A SMOOTH EASY RIDE ON A GIMSON STAIRLIET 


Gimson approved stairlifts restore the freedom to use the 


whole of your home which age, 
firmity might have taken from you. 
for standing, sitting or wheelchair use. 


illness, accident or in- 
Models are available 
They convey you 


smoothly, quietly, and in absolute safety up and down 
stairs. When not in use they leave the staircase completely 
unobstructed, They cost only a-few pence a week to run. 
Please complete and return this coupon for full details: 


GIMSON 


STAIRLIFTS FOR THE DISABLED 
BRS RT AED RGA SSE GR SOR STD ENT EN SR 


To GIMSON & Co 
(Leics) Ltd Vulcan Road, 
Leicester LES 3EA 

Tel: Leicester 27272 


PLEASE SEND ME 

WITHOUT OBLIGATION 

FULL DETAILS OF 
* 0 STAIRLIFTS, Fenian 


fe ee LE a Pl TR Eat nok en nie SE 
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FV OLIN Os dcasseccimcrisiatiatel 


THE name f the Borough 
of Weston-Super-Mare is to 
be kept alive- after the 
dissolution of the borough 
with the presentation each 
year of a shield to either 
individuals or organisations 
whose. service to the town 
merits if. A dance to mark 


the dissolution proved so. 


successful that part of the 
proceeds -were given to 
charity, imeluding £50. to 
the eres Society. 


+ 
| 
} 
| 


worth, 


Her achievements | 
are nothing short — 


of ‘miraculous’ 


MUSSARAT PIRACHA, 
from Pakistan, has spent 
most of her 31 years in a 
wheelchair, yet she is now 
making her third. visit to 
England, staying with her 
uncle, an eye specialist and 
general practitioner at [sle- 
in Middlesex. Des- 
pite her disability, she 
leads a very active life. She 
has been a magazine editor. 


school administrator, TV 
and radioplaywright, 
“social . worker, © novelist, 


Girl Guide leader and war- 
den of a women’s hostel. 
She is a remarkable Jady 
by. any standards, but in 
Pakistan ' where — disabled 
adults tend to stay hidden 
behind closed doors and 
the emancipation of women 
has. scarcely begun, her 
achievements. “are little 


short of miraculous. 


An attack of polio at the 
age of six months left her 
paralysed from the waist 
down. In those days Pakistan 
had no facilities for educating 
the disabled and although 
Mussarat pleaded to be allowed 
to attend school with her 
sisters, the local schools 
refused to accépt anybody so 
score handicapped. 


Eventually -.a.° place — was 
found at a small private school 
where she stayed for two 
years. She then began to suffer 


' from severe. headaches and a 


specialist advised her parents 
to take her away from the 
school. Mussarat says that she 
was heartbroken at _ this 


decision, but by: now she had 
to 


at least learnt read -and 


Miss Piracha 


write and was able to continue 


educating herself to some 
extent. 

Later, the Pakistani govern- 
ment adopted a more en- 


lightened attitude towards the 
disabled and she was able to 
attend a normal school from 
which she eventually matricu- 


lated. By the age of 18, she 
was editor of a monthly 
womian’s Journal in’ Urdu, 


Elizabeth walked to her wedding 


eiean was In 
first film 


IT was in 1952 that The Spas- 


tics Society, then known as 
the National Spastics Society, 
very first film. It 
“The of 
and one of the tiny 
appearing Jean 
Last month — she 
Fimothy Martin, 


of the Derby ‘62 


made jts 


was called chance 


iheir lives’ 
children was 
Cantley. 
married 
Chairman 
Club. 
lean attended ‘St 
School Spastics at Croy- 
don. and went on to become a 
chiropodist. . She has been a 
part-time teacher at St Bene- 
Hospital. London, and 
of the London ‘62 


Margaret's 
for 


dict’s 
is secretary 
Club. 


“Lamb, aged 25, 


WHEN Elizabeth, O’Sulli- 
yan was born, the youngest 
of six children, she was 
two months premature and 
weighed just two pounds. 
Most of her 26 years have 
been spent in a wheelchair, 
but she-was determined to 
fake her first steps as a 
married woman with the 
aid of walking sticks. And 
she succeeded. 

She met husband Terry 
at The 
Spastic Society’s Birming- 
hain workshop. where they 
both work. The wedding 
in Elizabeth’s home town 
of Barry, im South Wales, 
was attended by 150 guests, 
who saw Elizabeth walk. 

After a caravan honey- 
moon in Wales they plan 
to ive in Birmingham in a 
Specially-adapted council 
flat. 


Pieture by courtesy of The 
‘ South "Wales Echo 


PICTURE above shows Jean after her wedding at St Giles’ Church, Ickenham, with Tim, left. an 
accountant and Executive Committee member of the Association of °62 Clubs, and best man David 


j Branch, the Society's Clubs Officer in the North of England 


Since then she has edited two 

other Urdu mosgazines and 

helped produce a Punjabi — 
monthly. Her plays and short 
stories have been broadcast on 
both radio and television, and 
since 1965 she has. been a mem- 
ber of the Pakistan Writers 
Guild. - She has also pub- 
lished a novel about disabled 
people which has sold nearly 


2,500 copies. 


‘Nobody was intetested in 
reading about the psychology 
of disability,” she told mein 
her excellent English, ‘so I 
decided to. put down the ideas 
in novel form, incorporating a 


litle humour ‘and some 
romantic interest.’ ; 
She added that she had 


received many appreciative let- 
ters from readers. 

Literary success. however. js 
not her chief ambition as she 
is very keen to serve the com- 
munity and help others achieve 
soniething in life. She is the 
only disabled person in 
Pakistan. ‘to have received 
special training to lead handi- 
capped Girl Guides, and for 
the past seven years has worked 
with blind, deaf, . mentally 
retarded and physically handi- 
capped Guides.» She has 
helped tun schools for both 
handicapped and able-bodied 
children and has acted as war- 
den of a working women’s 
hostel in Lahore. 

The women found it easy te 
confide in her, perhaps because 
her own experiences, have 
given her a deep understand- 
ing of other people’s problems. 

‘Everybody in the world has 
problems, whether they are dis- 
abled or not.’ she said. ‘What. 
counts is your mental attitude 
—if you want to see only the 
dark side of life you will never 
he aware of the brightness. I 
believe in my bra‘n, not in my 
hands or feet.’ 

She positively welcomes her 
disability because of the many 
good things it has ‘brought. and 
wants to help other handi- 
capped people in Pakistan 
achieve the same satisfaction 
from life. She says that all 
too often in her country the 
disabled are given food and a 
comfortable bed — or some- 
times in the case of very poor ° 
families put by the roadside 
to beg—but are provided with 
no opportunity to realise 
themselves as people. Mussarat 
feels that-many of them could 
make an important contribu- 
tion to society if only their 
abilities were recognised, and 
she is determined to help them 
achieve this recognition. > 

Her great ambition in life : 
is to open a centre in Paki- 
stan for people of any religious 
creed and -with all types of 
handicap. both physical and 
mental. 

‘I would like to give psycho- 
therapy .to those who have 
been hurt by too much sym- 
pathy or the wrong type of 
affection,’ she said. 

ANNE PLUMMER. 


——— 


PETERBOROUGH and _Dis- 
trict Spastics Society has 
already contributed £1.000 to- 


|. wards, the city’s hydrotherapy 


pool project for handicapped 
people in the-area, and. the 
group has now given the fund 
a further boost with the pro- 


ceeds of a stand at Peter- 
borough show. Jewellery and 
other items nrade by spastic 


homeworkers Were on sale. 
MR W. -_BINNING. of the 
Oldham and District Spasties 
Society has.-been: co-opted on 
to -the, , Oldham District Social 
Ser vices, “Committee. 
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Spastics, 
Pool . 


Gala Week 


7m @ : / fe f 
May'75 
“FHERE will be a Spastics 
Pool Conyention / Gala 
Week at Pontins Holiday 
Centre, Blackpool, in May 
1975, announced Geoffrey 


Arter, Director of Top Ten 
Promotions. 


‘This decision was taken 
im the light of the 2 unquali- 
fied success of the 1974 
Incentive Scheme and Gala 
Week, he continued. ‘And 
we are hoping for an even 
‘greater response to this 
year’s scheme. Further 
details will be published in 
September.’ 


Incentive 


ft is understood the general 
format will be similar to the 
Incentive Scheme launched in 
September 1973 which resulted 
in-the recruitment of tens. of 
thousands of new supporters to 
the pool. ~Coliectors will have 
the. 
for the Convention/Gala Week 
for tw), with further targets to. 
_ enable friends and family to’ 
‘join them at Pontins, | Black- 
pool, for -one week commienc- 
ing Saturday, May 10 1975. 


o = % a SET 


ypportunity of qualifying- 


LUTON, Dunstable and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society has 
received Council planning per- 
mission to open a centre for 
young adult - spastics. The 
group hopes to convert the 
ground floor of a house “in 
Litton at present occupied by 
a- Methodist minister and 
“expects to spend £15,000 on 
the oe i 


| of the Spastics. Pool. 


Trust steps 
‘in to aid 


chair fund 


A LETTER. from. Mrs 
Dorothy Lidgett,. of Shef- 
field. on behalf of an appeal 
sponsored by the Sheffield 
Spastics Group, brought a 
£250 response from the 
Good Neighbours Trust. 


THE appeal was. launched to 
Faisé sufficient money. to pur- 
chase a Batric Chair for a 
severely handicapped person 
who experiences difficulty. in 


moving from place to place. ° 


Various fund raising activities 
organised locally raised enough 
for the chair and left £30 over. 
The Sheffield Group imme- 
diately set themselves a target 
of _a.second chair. -With the 
Good Neighbours. Trust dona- 


_ tion the order has already been 


placed. 


The second chair will go to, 


a severely handicapped spastic 
who is married and has a BA 
Degree. 


PETER KNEALE.,. of 
Manx Radio, presents the 
keys of a brand new Vaux- 
hall Viva to Mrs Madge 
Peter, of Falcon Street, 
_ Douglas, who won the car 
in a tecent Charm Girl 
competition for supporters 
‘The 
Presenter took DIRE re at 


THE Duchess of Norfolk 
presented a Vauxhall Viva 
car to Mrs Vera Nash, of 
Canada Road, Arundel. 
Mrs Nash won the car in a 
monthly competition for 


Spastics Pool supporters. 
The presentation took 
place in the grounds. of 
Arundel Castle. 

The Duchess is president 
of the Worthing and Little- 
hampton Spastics Society. 


THE Mayor of Enfield hands over a+ second dividend 
cheque for £846.72 to Mrs Elsie Apps, of South Wood- 


ford, London. 
Bennett. 


Island Garages Ltd, of 
Douglas. 


Also present were, from 


left-to right, Laurie Watter- - 
son, area supervisor IM60; ° 


Mr Bob Dowty, Chairman 
of Island Garages; and, on 
extreme right. Mr George 
Wasley, the winner’s collec- 
tor and brother-in-law.. 


It was a sunshine experience 


THE following letter was prominently’ printed. in the ' 


‘Scottish Daily Express’ under the sa gle “A Sunshine 


Fixperience.’ 


THE day in Edinbur gh was overcast and raining: 
day spirits had reached a low ebb, 


School for. Spastic Children there was a lesson for most 
and a tonic for all. 
 At-their 25- year anniversary open day, visitors were 
treated. to a_playb§ the children, musical movements: hy. 
the juniors, and an exhibition of- wheelchair dancing by 
the team from Westerlea were 


the seniors (recently, 


Holit- 
but in Westerlea 


of ‘ 


Also present was, 


right, Councillor 


Top service 
leads to 
donation 


MEMBERS of the Helston- 


Town Band were so .pleased 
with the arrangements ‘made 
by Top: Ten Travel for their 
stay it} Bristol for an. appear- 
ance in a national competition. 
that they wanted to show their 
appreciation in some tangible 
form. Between them -they 
collected £10 and it was sug- 
gested that it shouid be dona- 
ted to a charity of their choice, 

Then nominated. charity, the 
Gilucys Holman . House. for 
Spastics, Cambourne, Corn- 
wall, will be putting the money 


“jnto its improvements account 


which is used_to purchase new 
equipment for the residents.: 


SPONSORED walks and simi- 
lar efforts mean that the 
North Staffordshire Province 
of the Knights of St Columba 
are well on the way to achiev- 
ing their target of £1,000 to- 


.wards the new spastics centre 


at Fenton. 


first prize winners in the national: wheelchair dance 


festival in London). 


Those of us fortunate. enough to. be present at the . 
open day felt a surge of inspiration to see how these 
children overcome their’ handicaps. 

Fhe. Edinburgh weather ee seem quite. so dis- 


pleasing afterwar ds! 


5S Eilersley Road, | 


_ Edinburghe 
rele Sk 5 Se a 
care Maree Sie ST x, 


‘ROY, LEARMON TH, 
Scottish Council for the 
Care of Spastics 


| 
| 
| 
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_ Mrs 


Regional Officer; 


Soon everything 


may be lovely 
in the garden 


THE poetry his wife wrote 
before she died may -help a 
64-year-old spastic, Arthur 
Edwards, living alone in Maid- 
stone, Kent: 

Since Vera «died. five years 
ago, Arthur has been alone in 


his flat, and his garden and a 
love of classical. music have 
meant everything to him. In 


the garden he grows a variety 
of roses. dahlias, a magnolia 
tree and even asparagus, from 
which he has had several good 
mneals. 

However, the gard-n fence is 
failing down .and he desper- 
ately needs a new one. 

Sorting through his flat 
recently he came across ‘the 
poetry. his wife had written. 
She had. gone to work to, find 
the money to have it pub- 
lished, -and there are .more 
than 1,000 volumes unsold. 

Now well-wishers are ‘help 
ing him to seli them at Sp a 
time tO raise monéy for the 
fence. - Arthur has already 
had .a donation from an 
employee of Age © Coricern, 
who, hearing Arthur’s Story, 
donated a week’s holiday pay 
of £13. In the meantime 
Arthur tends his roses and 
mends the old fence. 


WHEN it comes to sponsored 
swims, one of the first to take 
the. plunge is Harry Allen, of 
Basford, Notts, despite the 
fact that he is getting on for 
83. Not onlv did he organise 
a recent'swim at Basford Baths, 


-he completed 20 lengths, and it 


is expected that Nottingham 
and District Friends of Spas- 
tics Group will be £100 the 
richer for the event. 


Gift marks 


retirement. 


MR JIM SCHOLES,-a foun- 


der-member of »-Preston and 


District. Spastics group, Lanca- 


shire; ~ has retired after. 22 
years as the group's treasurer. 
To mark. the occasion, “Mr 
Scholes was presented with a 
projector by Dr Abraham 
Korn, group Chairman. 

Said Dr Korn, ‘He has given 
valuable unmeasured help in 
establishing 
our day centre’ in Moor Park 
Avenue.’ 

Next year, 30 children will 
be admitted from the’ waiting 
list and the centre will be 
working at full capacity. 


and maintaining * 


’ ran 


PICTURE shows (left: to. 


right): Mr James K. 
Scholes, retiring Treasurer; 
Audrey Joyce, JP, 
North-West Senior 
_ Mrs 


ARTHUR in his garden, 
with his favourite roses. 


Picture by courtesy of The 
Kent Messenger 


“| Protest by 
parents at 


Blackburn 


PARENTS in Blackburn 
are protesting at the delay 
in improving Blackamoor, 
Special School because of 
cuts i public spending. It 
had been intended to en- 
large the school beyond its 
present 126-pupil capacity, 
but now work on siage two 
has been delayed indefi- 


nitely. 
One mother has com- 
plained: “We are getting 


-swept under the carpet as if 


our children do not mat- 

ter. The ~ work will be 

eligible for re-consideration 

in next’s year’s building 

programme. : 

WORTHING, ~ Littlehampton - 
and. District Spastics Society - 
one of the stalls at 

Westergate County Fair, and 

raised £221. Goods onsale 

included items made at the 

local spastics work centre. : 


‘A BARN dance held: at Little 


Blakenham, | Suffolk, raised. 
£250 for the Ipswich and East. 
| Suffolk Spastics Society. 


nn 


Olive Wallace, Hon Secre- 
tary of Preston and District 


Spastics Group; Councillor _ 
aPS* 
_ Deputy Mayor of Preston: 

Dr A. M. Korn, Group — t 


Mrs C. Sharples, 


Chairman. 
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THE FRIENDS of Bux- 
_ Spastics, | who 
support The Spastics 
Society’s adult residen- 
tial centre in Derby- 


shire, worked hard at 
fund-raising to buy a 
coach for the centre, 
and it was finally 
handed over in Novem- 
ber 1973. 


But about six weeks 
later, before the final loan 
had even been paid off, the 
coach broke down while 
carrying some residents 
back from their Christmas 
holiday at the Society’s 
hotel in Clacton. The pas- 
Sengers were able to trans- 
fer to other transport, but 
the coach had to be aban- 
doned in a service area. 

Commercial — estimates 
for having the vehicle. 
towed back to Buxton 


proved prohibitively ex-’ 


pensive and it was decided 
to contact the Territorial 
Army for help. The local 
branch passed on details of 
a unit in Northampton 
specialising in recovery 
work, and after some 
initial! difficulties, the 
coach was towed back to 
Buxton as part of an Army 
recovery exercise. 

The next problem was 
getting the engine repaired 
and_ in discussion with 
various engineers it was 
Suggested that an appren- 
tice training scheme might 
be a possible way of get- 
ting the necessary work 
carried out. British Leyland 
Motors Training Depart- 
ment in Lancashire was 
willing to let its appren- 


~ tices undertake the job, 


but could not accept the 
coach body, so some 
means had to be found of 
petting the engine to the 
factory. This problem was 
one which almost brought 
the project to a full stop. 

A number of firms were 
contacted without success until 


‘finally somebody thought of 


trying the local ’bus company: 
This firm of Good Samaritans 
took the: coach to their own 
garage, remoyed the engine 
and madé arrangements to 


=_- 


ROLLING along on the 
crest of a wave with an 
escort of swans for good 
measure, were 30 children 
and their parents from the 
Bedford Spastics’ Society. 

Every year members of 
the Bediord Boat Club run 
a river trip for the child- 
ren on the Ouse. This year 
they were picked up out- 


RESALE 


THE cone with the band of good friends who got it back on the road after the engine 
failed. The group shows the six British Leyland apprentices who actually mended the 
engine with their instructors, and representatives from the local bus company and the 


recovery unit. 


Mr Simpson, Warden of the Centre, 


Barry Peet is third from the right of the back row. 


have it sent to Leylands. Later, 


the repaired engine was taken 
back to the bus garage and 
replaced in the coach. 


While the apprentices were 
working on the engine, the 
Warden, Mr D. H. Simpson, 
and Assistant Warden, Mr 
Barry Peet, of the Buxton 
Centre visited Leyland to -see 
how the job was progressing. 
It_ was only then that they 
learnt the full extent of the 


. damage, and. realised that to 


have had it repaired in the 
normal way would have been 


JUNE CARROLL, Secre- 
tary of the West Bromwich 
Group, has pointed out 
that many parents do not 
appear to be aware that 
handicapped school leavers 
may claim Supplementary 
Benefits directly from their 
local Social Security Office 
in their own right. The 
award of Supplementary 
Benefit does not affect the 
Attendance Allowance but 
it cannot be back-dated, 
so. school-leavers — should 
claim immediately, 

side the County Hotel, and 
cruised up to Kempston, 
before returning to the 


Clubhouse and moorings in 
Fenlake for tea, Later 
they were taken to the town 


appallingly expensive. 

The apprentices used the 
work as their ‘passing out’ 
trials, and having a complete 
engine to overhaul made the 
job more interesting for them 
than the usual. tests, 


Thanks to the combined 
efforts of the Army, British 
Leyland, and the bus company; 
the coach is now in perfect 
working order and the Buxton 
residents are busy planning 


their autumn programme of _ 


outings. 
Mr Simpson was 30 


THREE little girls aged 
nine, eight and seven, 
walked into the York 
Spastics Centre the other 
day and handed over £3.56 
—the proceeds from a 
jumble sale in their garden. 


BARNSLEY Spastics 
Society needs volunteers to 


help in their Pontefract 
Road shop for two hours a 
week. 


A REGISTER of all spas- 
tics in the area is being 
compiled by the East 
Staffordshire and District 
Spastics Society. 


WHEN 140 members of the 
Rochdale Tuesday Welfare 
Club spent a day at More- 
cambe beside the sea, they 
were helped by Rochdale Civi 
Aid, voluntary helpers, staff 
and Lancaster and More- 


bridge by boat at the end | cambe Spastics Society, which 


of a perfect day, 


Picture by courtesy of 
Michael Hollingsworth 


ee itis ee 


| supplied an extra five wheel- 


chairs: 


is on the extreme right of the back row and 


pleased with the lads’ work 
that he invited them to the. 
centre to meet the residents 
and see the object of all 
their labours. — 

He said: ‘We found out 
it would have cost us at 
least £2,300 to have the 
coach repaired, and instead 


it hasn’t cost us a penny, — 


all because people have 
been such good friends. It’s 


A NEW support group of The 
Spastics Society has been set 
up in Macclesfield, Cheshire, 
with Mr R. Gambles as Chair- 
man.. The chief aim of the 


group will be to help raise 
funds for a sécond spastios 
holiday home in the North- 
west. 


CREWE Spastics Society 
charity shop has been syste- 
matically raided by thieves 
with six break-ins’ in the last 


- six months. Records, brand new 


electrical goods and collecting 
boxes were lost in the latest 
haul from the Victoria Road 
shop, which was opened three 
years ago. 


SHEFFIELD and District 
Spastics Society has launched 
an appeal for 400 flag sellers 
on September 7, to raise £8,000 
for Oughtibridge Work Centre, 


A VELLAGE hall whist drive 
at Bredon, Glos, raised £20 for 
The Spastics Society. 


MR JOE’ PEARLSON, Chair- 
man of the Peterborough and 
District Spastics Society, has 
been voted on to the manage- 
ment committee of the Spastics 
League Club for the sixth time 
and will begin his eleventh 
year as a member. 

He has been chairman of 
the Peterborough Society for 
seven years and a member for 
longer than he can remember: 


THREE young Barrow child- 
ren held a jumble sale and 
raised £2 for Barrow Spastic 
and Handicapped - Children’s 
Society: 


INNER Wheel Club of Burs 
slem has presented £100 to the 
North Staffordshire Spastics 
Association. The group is 
planning a new £40,000 centre 
at Fenton and already £22,000 
has been collected towards the 
project, 


AUTUMNAL mists, 


school uniform that has 


suddenly ‘shrunk,’ memor- 


ies of summer holidays - 


fading, plans for Christ- 
mas saving beginning. 
That’s September for you. 

There should be scope 
for food bargains as home- 
produced fare is plentiful 


and good. Root crops begin 


to come into their own in 


earnest, with carrots, turn-. 


ips, potatoes, parsnips, all. 
of high standard and 
reasonable in price. 


As soon as the skin on pota- 
toes has grown firm it is safe 


to buy them in bulk. This is © 


always the cheapest way of 
getting them. . Store in a cool, 
dry, dark place away from any- 
thing that has a strong smell 
to it. 
Plums (with many different 
varietics from which to choose) 
come in handy for budget- 
priced puddings, you can also 
make jam with them, and 
freeze or bottle supplies for 
the winter. Stone the plums 
before you home-freeze. them. 
More and more apples and 
pears come along. There are 
those who prefer pears hard 
and green, but to have their 
full flavour they need to be 


mature, keep them in a warm - 
room until they are at the stage 


when they yield to gentle pres- 
sure at the stalk end. Dessert 
apples also need to be fully 
ripe for maximum _ faste, 


Never keep apples in a hot. 


atmosphere if you want them 
to stay crisp, they will quickly 
get soft and begin to lose out 
on juiciness. 


WHEN it came to opening a 
collecting box in a Mixenden, 


Yorkshire, pub, for Halifax 


Spastics Society, a competition 
was held first to see how much 
it would contain. 


A regular came up with the 
right answer~ when he sug- 
gested the unusually high 


figure of £45, 


It is the highest sum ever 
collected in a -box in the area. 


SEPTEMBER 1974 


Coach is back on the road | Seasonal fare 


thanks to Good Samaritans | for September 


Blackberries provide ancther 
seasona] fruit. 
is-easy to make; delicious to 
eat as well. 


“Home-produced meat ia 


always abundant during Sep- 
tember. Anyone interested ia 
learning more about cuts and 
joints, buying and cooking 
tips for meat, can get a handy: 
booklet, ‘A Month of Sundays,’ 
from the British Meat Service. 
It is free. Just write to the 
Service at PO Box 44, Milton 
Keynes MK2 2EF. 

And here is a recipe for 
making the most of Septem- 
ber fruits: . 


BRAMBLE BETTY (serves 4) » 


1% cooking apples 

4ib prepared blackberries 
20z granulated sugar 

60z fresh white breadcrumbs 


20z butter 

207 soft brown sugar : 

Fresh blackberries _— for 

decoration Mu 

Real double dairy cream 

whipped for decoration 

Icing sugar, sieved, 

Method: Peel, quarter, core 
and slice the apples into a? 
stewpan. Add the blackberries, - 
granulated sugar and just a 


tablespoonful of water to the — 


apples, cover and cook gently. 
until the fruit is tender. Set 
aside to cool. 

Meanwhile, melt the butter 
in a pan and mix in the 
crumbs and soft brown sugar. 


- Turn. the mixture well so that 


the butter is properly mixed 
in. In-an attractive one-pint 
glass bowl, layer the fruit and 
crumb mixture alternately end- 
ing with a layer of crumbs; 
Set aside overnight. Decorate 
with fresh blackberries, cream, 
and sprinkle with icing sugar, - 


SS 


’ MRS PRUDENCE MILLER and other members of - 


Rugby and District Spastics Committee sort out some of 
the 1,500 tins which had been donated for sale at a 
charity stall which they held in Rugby Market on two 


Saturdays last month. 


Although the Rugby group is only just over a year 
old, it has already provided a holiday carayan for local 
families with a disabled member. . Eee 

The money from the sale of the tins will be used 
towards the upkeep of the carayan which has been ia 


regular use this summer, . 


if 


Ficture by courtesy of Bugby Advortises. 
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Bramble jelty . 
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How many 
scales on 


Award for 
spastic who 
achieves | 
the most | 
in ’74 


A silver cup and £250, a celebration lunch and | 
day out in London, and the opportunity to meet | | 
a panel of famous people — this is the exciting | | 
prize that awaits the winner of The Spastics 
Society’s Special Achievement Award for Spastics | 
— 1974 version. 
Qualifications are either an outstanding 

achievement, or sustained personal effort in | 


particularly difficult circumstances by a spastic 
man, woman or young person over the age of 12, 


her tail? 


a =F See STUDENT power is not all about sit-ins on campus, and 
e ° _| York University students haye proved the point by pre- 
Holiday in 


senting The Spastics Society’s Hawksworth Hall school 


_A REAL-LIFE mermaid- 
was busy raising funds for 
spastics in  Doncaster’s 

- Waterdale Centre recently, 
and passers-by were invited 

- fo guess the number of 
scales on her tail. 

The mermaid was Mrs 

_ Barbara Garden, Secretary 
of the Doncaster and Dis- 
trict Spastics Society, seen 

_ here with her husband, 

The guessing compe- 
tition, plus a street collec- 
tion, raised £245 for group 
funds. 


Picture by courtesy of 
Woneaster Evening Post 
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They need 
help with 
sewing 
problems 


THE Disabled Living 
Foundation is to publish a 
book on ‘Dressmaking for 
Disabled People.’ It will 
include information from 
- previous DLF publications 
as- well as new chapters, 


and have clear, explanatory . 


- drawings. 

The book is mainly 
intended for those who will 
actually make or alter 
garments and will be the 
work of three women. The 
Editor will be Miss Sydney 
Foott, who edits all DLF 
publications, Mrs Brenda 
Naylor is the illustrator, 
and practical research will 
be carried out by Mrs 
Susan Waters, an occupa~- 
‘tional therapist. The team 
will be visiting people, 
shops and businesses. Since 
the disabled haye so many 
and such individual needs, 
the team wants to hear 
from anyone who has 
opinions, difficult problems 

~ or has found the answer to 
a problem. gies 

Anyone who can help— 

in this field should contact 
“Miss Foott, Disabled Liv- 
~ jing Foundation, 346 Ken- 
_sington High Street, Lon- 
— don W14 8NS, 


‘for their 


and all candidates have to be nominated. 


Those of us who know, 
or work with or for spastics, 
realise the battles most of 
them have to fight for inde- 
pendence and to break 
through their own special 
barriers. Sometimes the 
results are spectacular, 
sometimes it is the lasting 
and determined — effort 
against seemingly hopeless 
odds that is outstanding. 


Nominations are invited 
from schools, centres, local 
groups and _ authorities, 
social workers, °62 Club 
members, PHAB Clubs and 
other- organisations, uni- 
yersities, friends, relatives, 
neighbours, colleagues or 
members of the general 
public—anyone, in fact, 
who knows, or knows of, a 
spastic person they would 
like .to be considered for 
the Award. Every nominee 
whose name is considered 
for an eventual short-list 
will be written to for per- 
mission for their inclusion, 
and no one will be put on 
the list without their con- 
sent. 


Personalities 


All nominations will be 
carefully considered and a 
panel of well-known per- 
sonalities, specially selected 
own personal 
experience of the difficulty 
of facing up to and over- 
coming hardship or handi- 
cap, will make the final 
choice. The Chairman of 
the panel will be Mr James 
Loring, Director of The 
Spastics Society. One 
member of the panel will 
again be Sir Geoffrey Jack- 


- son, who ‘survived a six- 
months ordeal 


of being 
held captive by guerillas in 
Uruguay. He was one of 
the judges in 1972, when 
the Award was inaugurated 
and was so impressed by 
the achievements and the 
cheerful way in which so 
many handicapped people 
cope with everyday living 
that he joined the panel 
again in 1973 and has also 
agreed to serve again this 
year. The other judges 
will be announced next 
month. 

~ As well as the first prize, 
there will also be prizes for 
runners-up: the margin 
between the actual winner 
and other _ short-listed 
candidates is usually very 
small, and last year’s ‘near- 
miss’ could well be this 
year’s winner. First prize 


_| winners in 1972 and 1973 


are not eligible again, but 
all other past nominees can 
be re-submitted, aswell as 
new entries. 

Don’t forget, achievement 
need not necessarily be aca- 
demic or spectacular. A deter- 
mined, sustained effort to get 
and keep a very modest job 
can be just as valid a qualifica- 
tion as, maybe, a string of 
degrees; someone who has 
never been able to leave home 
may have achieved as much in 
their own way as somebody 
else with much greater free- 
dom and opportunities. The 
extent of the effort can rate as 
highly .as the result, and all 
factors are taken into con- 
sideration in the judging. 

BUT—-spastics cannot nomin- 
ate themselves—its up to ali 
of us to draw attention to 
those whom we, consider fit 
the citation. Just to remind 


you this is as follows: For the 


most outstanding effort or the 
most meritorious achievement 
in. any field by a spastic in 
Britain from the. age of 12 
upwards. This covers —sus- 
tained effort in particularly 
difficult circumstances or the 
overcoming of severe personal 


limitations, as well as more ~ 


spectacular feats of achieve- 
ment. Degrees of handicap 
will be taken into considera- 
tion in judging the nomina- 
tions, 

To make a nomination, 
please send details to Mrs Nina 
Heycock, 88/89 Queen’s Gate, 
South Kensington, London 


_$W7, who organises the Award 


on behalf of the Society, or 
you can send your nomination 
direct to Spastics News. Please 
give the ~name, address, 
approximate age, and as much 
information as possible, of the 
candidate you wish to nomin- 
ate for the Award. 

Closing date for entries is 
Saturday, December 7, but 
early submissions are appre- 
ciated. Judging will take place 
early in the New Year. 


SWIMMING 


Norfolk for 
Meldreth 
children 


NINE pupils from The Spas- 
tics Society's Meldreth Manor 
School spent their five-week 


summer holiday at Rainbow. 


House in Sheringham, Norfolk. 

Rainbow House was opened 
in January and caters for 
physically and mentally handi- 
capped children and is con- 


nected with Break, an organi- 
sation which works for handi- 
capped children. _ Break has 
another house in Norfolk at 
Hunstanton called Sandcastle, 
and a third, to be called Wig- 
wam will open in Sheringham 
next year, 


one Sunday recently were John 
Farrow, Alex Saxelby and Ray 
Measures of the Bourne Life- 
saving Club, © Peterborough, 
Northamptonshire. Their five- 
mile sponsored effort is expec- 
ted to have raised £100 for the 
Society’s Wilfred. — Pickles 
School, 
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down the river 


with a machine to help deaf children speak. 
Although notoriously hard-up, customers at the 


_ Alcuin College bar put the 4p pieces in their change in a — 


bottle on the counter. They raised £90—enough for 4 
Speechmaster machine which has a highly sensitive micro- 
phone. It feeds different sound levels to each ear, magni- 
fying the teacher’s voice and helping the deaf child te 


form words properly. 


Now the students plan to save up for a wheelchair. 

The Speechmaster was tried out by Ashley Henry, 
aged 10, and Rosaline Bernard, aged 11, when the presen- 
tation took place at the York Spastics Group welfare 


centre. 


' Pictured left to right: Len Daley, Group Secretary; 
and students John Roberts, Ian Wall, Colin Gilbert and 
Andrew Gay watch as Ashley and Rosaline try out the 
Speechmaster with their Headmaster, Frank Jagger. 


Thanks, Lady 


LADY; an Alsatian bitch 
owned by Mr and Mrs Peter 
Toon, of Burton, Staffordshire, 
has made an important contri- 
bution to the funds of the East 
Staffordshire Spastics Society. 
A puppy from her recently- 
produced litter of 11 has been 
sold in aid of the cause. Mrs 
Mavis Toon is secretary of the 
group and-her husband_is vice- 
chairman. 


| nenennnnnenn tintin Teeeend ited iiiaateeitnnten eens 


RORY Turner, from 
Surrey, and Richard Dut- 
ton, from Hereford, both 
aged nine, had a pleasant 
task to perform when Mid- 
Glamorgan’s Director of 
Education, Mr John Brace, 
visited The Spastics 
Society’s Craig - y - Pare 
School’s. Garden Party. 


They each gave a speech’ 


of welcome to him before 
he officially opened the 
event. 

It. was a_ successful 
afternoon and a _ record 
£1,500 was raised. More 


than 650 people enjoyed 
the day and the head- 
mistress, Mrs Cecily 
Kearslake, said: “There 
were many friends from the 
local area as well as the 
parents of children. The 
school. is very much in- 
debted to the warm support 
given by so many wonder- 
ful people in South Wales.’ 
~ Picture shows, left to 
right: Mrs Kearslake, 
Richard Dutten, Mr John 
Brace, Rory Turner, and 


Mrs Brace. 
Picture by courtesy of the 


Western Mail and Echo, Cardiff | 


Picture by courtesy of the 
Yorkshire Evening Press 


Their trip 
could have 


been ruined — 


A SPANISH holiday for a~ 
Welwyn Garden City 
family and. their 18-year- 
old spastic son was 
threatened with ruin when 


they found their sea-front 


hotel was over-booked and 


the alternative accommo- 


dation was two miles from 
the beach. Mr Ronald 
Newman had to push his 
son, Paul, the distance 


-until Thomson Holidays, ~ 


who organised the holiday, 
stepped in with a promise 
to reinstate them or lay on 
a car to get Paul to the 
beach in comfort. 


Biggest donation 


from firm’s walk 


EMPLOYEES \of Initial Sere 
vices Ltd, of Paisley, a linen 
supply company, have raised 
£910 for the Scottish Stars 
Organisation for Spastics. This 


is the largest single donation | 


ever received’ by the organise 
sation, The money was col+ 
lected from sponsors follows 
ing a walk in the grounds of 
Polock House, Paisley- ‘ 

Some of the firm’s workers 
travelled to Glasgow to attend 
the first night of a new Calum 
Kennedy and Johnny Beattie 
show; where a cheque was pre- 
sented to the two stars. Mr 
Bill Barr, the firm’s manager, 
who handed over the cheque; 
said that Initial Supply inten- 
ded to break their own record 
with a similar sponsored walk 
next year. = : 


BEDFONT Hotel, run by The 


Spastics Society, raised £363 _ 


at its 10th annual garden fete; 
The money will go towards an 


“electric wheelchair and doubles 


glazing, 


10) SPASTICS NEWS 


Integration. 
working 


well at 


Birmingham 
WELSH House’ Farm 
Junior School, Quinton, 
Birmingham, was the first 
primary school in the. city 
to have a unit for handi- 
capped children. The unit 
opened last September for 
27 children with a variety 
of mild handicaps ranging 


from’ spasticity, . hyper- 
activity, dwarfism and 
epilepsy. The children 


meet with the rest of the 
school for assembly. 
physical education, lunch 
and project work. 

Already the unit can 
‘claim a ‘success.’ Dawn. 
a 10-year-old spastic with 


a reading age of five when. | 
“aile started in the unit three | 


‘terms ago, has shot ahead. 
‘Her reading age has caught 
up with her actual age and 
She is to start at an ordin- 
ary secondary school this 
month. The unit hopes to 
see _a nursery school 
attached to the school with 
five of the 20 places given 
to handicapped children so 
that the integration and 
acceptance can. begin at-an 
even earlier age. 


a 


LYONS MAID LTD in the 


Midlands are bringing a 
cool touch to fund-raising 
events—they are providing 
ice-cream - free of charge 
providing they are given at 
least three weeks notice. 


INGFI ELD Manor School, 


run by The Spastics Socicty 
in Sussex, has _ benefited 
from local residents’ inter- 
est in china and flowers, for 
a meeting in the village 
hall on the subject was sold 
out days before the event, 
and the proceeds donated 
to the school. 


_-- 


A cheque from Linda 


IT was a reversal of custo- 
mary roles when Lynda 
Bamber, a resident at The 
Penderells Centre or Spas- 
tics, presented a cheque to 
the Lord Mayor of 
Coventry. The cheque, 
for £1,570, was part of a 


. gift to the Coventry Spas- 


tics Society in a legacy 
stipulating that the money 
Should help the  handi- 
capped children of Coven- 
try. The money will go to 
the £25,000 appeal to 


New condi in life for World 
Cup star 


Gift from RAF for 
Plymouth children 


A POSSUM selector unit has been presented to the 
Trengweath Spastics Centre, Plymouth, by RAF per- 
sonnel and their families stationed locally. 

The electronic unit, costing £500, has been designed 
to help. severely handicapped. people become more 
independent in the home and to give them more control 
over their immediate surroundings. By the operation of 
a single master spvitch the unit will turn on or off an 
electric fire, television, record player, radio. and alarm 
bell.. It also enables the user to admit callers at the front 
door. 

The children at the Trengweath Centre will be able 
to try out the selector unit and get used to operating it so 
that if necessary they can apply for one under the 
National Health Service when they return to live at home 
permanently. 


Musical 
money 


WEEKLY discos held over the 
past four months at Harraby 


extend the paediatric 
assessment centre at 
Gulson Road Hospital. 


Left to right in the pic- | community centre, Cumber- 
ture: Dr A. Kendall,-| land. have raised £200. for 
senior consultant paedia- | Scalesceugh Hall, the local 
trician; the Lord Mayor, | spastics centre. The discos are 
Councillor Dennis Berry; attended by’ young people 
Mr David Savage, Chair- between 10 and 16 who each 

pay 10p a week, and it was 


man of Coventry Spastics 
Society; Mrs Robert Bam- 
ber, Vice-president of the 
Society: and Mr Bamber, 
treasurer. 


Picture by courtesy of the! 
Coventry Evening Telegraph | 


their idea that the money was 
used to help spasties. There 
was enough to buy an electric 
wheelchair, a talking book and 
two budgies which have all 
been handed over to the centre. 


. Picture of Paul and handi- 
capped children at a Munich 
school by courtesy of The Sun, 


Helpful 
new books 
on special 
problems 


TWO books published recently 
are of special interest to those 
dealing with the handicapped. 

‘People with Dyslexia—the 
report of a working party, 
the. British 
Rehabilitation of 
the Disabled, is ana 


commissioned by 
Council for 
inquiry 
into the educational and work 
problems of those who suffer 
from the disorder commonly 
known as ‘word-blindness.’ 
The book is available from the 
Council at House 
(South), Tavistock Square, Lon- 
don WCIH 9LB, at £2 per 
copy- (paper back) and £2.50 
hard back). 

‘Special School Environ- 
ments for Handicapped Child- 
ren’ by Jim Singh Sandhu and 


Tavistock 


Horst Hendriks-Jansen, des- 
cribes research carried out 
into design needs at three 


centres for handicapped child- 
ren. Experiments were made 
with boxes of various sizes 
which could be arranged in 
many diflerent ways as steps 
and platforms. These  pro- 
vided a focal point for play, 
therapy, teaching 
ties, as well as giving 
storage space. © It was 
that these — platforms 
intelligently could 
amount of walking and- bend- 
ing done by the ‘staff and 
enable them to sit in closer 
contact with the children, 


activi- 
useful 
found 
used 

the 


and 


reduce 


Experiments were also made 


-with brightly coloured paints, 


mirrors, lighting and mobiles 
in order to provide a stimulat- 
ing atmosphere for the. more 
severely handicapped children. 
The project was carried out 
by members of the . Built 
Environment Group of — the 
Polytechnic of Central .Lon- 
don, in conjunction with’ the 
National Children’s Bureau: 


| 
| 


- ball, 
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AS EVERY West Ger- 


-man schoolboy knows — 
is the 


Paul Breitner 
man who scored for 
West Germany against 
Holland in the World 
Cup. final. But when 
he hangs up his foot- 
ball boots for a season 
his sights are set on a 
new goal—a school for 
handicapped children. 
The brilliance of his 
footwork on the field 
was not for the glory 
of the crowd’s applause 
but to earn money for 
his dream school. Paul, 


~who is 22, explained: 


‘| suppose it’s because 
1. consider myself so 
lucky to be a fit, happy 
and healthy human 
being.’ 

°AS 
found myself -drawn_ to- 
wards the one or two 
handicapped children who 
lived near our home. They 


were so friendly and yet . 


so helpless, and the more 
I got to know them the 
more I wanted to help. 
Why shouldn’t they have 
all the opportunities that 
other children enjoy?’ 
Paul, who ranks not 
only as a superstar at foot- 
but as a-super-brain 
with an IQ of 133, has 


Raising cash: 
With feet at 
Farnborough... 


A TEAM of women footballers 


from Farnborough 


Circle, - Hampshire, played 
soccer against a Side made up 
of councillors from Rushmoor, 
near Aldershot, and lost one- 
nil. The match took place at 
Pinehurst Avenue, Farn- 
borough, and £22 was raised 
for the Spastics group. 
A further £10 was donated by 
the Community Centre: 

Undeterred by the result, the 
ladies’ team has now  chal- 
lenged its opponents to a 
charity netball match. 


...and figures 
at Cardiff. 


THE “Cardiff and District 
Spastics Association is tighten- 
ing up its membership of 
women. And it is doing it to 
raise money. 

A weekly keep fit class is 
being held for both women in 
the Association and members 
of the public. The charge is 
ISp a session and already the 
class is 25. strong, and. going 
from strength to strength. Not 
only does the class help 
women stay in attractive shape, 
it also helps attract new mem- 
bers to the work of helping the 


local 


disabled, said’ The Spastics 
Societys Senior Regional 
Officer in Wales, Emlyn 
Davies, . | 


a very young boy 


Ladies © 


| 
| 
; 
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been studying psychology 
at, Munich University for 
the last two years. 

He said: ‘I hope my 
studies will be complete in 
five years.. By then if fam 
lucky I will be a Doctor 
of Philosophy. I[f Im 
even luckier [ will have 
earned enough money to 
start a school.’ 

That goal means a quar- 
ter of a million. pounds. 

Paul is quite hopeful 
that he will do it—already 
he is estimated to have 
picked up more than 
£25,000 from the World 
Cup win. With bonuses, 
advertisng and other 
perks, he earns around 
£40,000 a year. 


Paul takes a break from 


soccer training every- week to” 


visit children’s homes. “Every 
Thursday for the last 
years I have visited various 
schools for both the mentally 


and physically - handicapped 
children in and  ardund 
Munich. I spend up to seven 


-hours a day at a. school—five 
hours with the children and 
two hours with their teachers, 


His patience 


‘{ help the children by giv-. 
The ~ 


ing them confidence. 
whole ‘philosophy with handi- 
capped children is to try and 


make them feel and react as — 


if they are perfectly normal. 
Patience is the most import- 
ant quality -required. You 
mustn't be upset to find that 
progress is painfully slow.’ 
Paul and his~ wife, Hilde- 
garde, 22 are the parents of 
two two-year-olds. Finding 
that their daughter Martine 
was lonely, a few months ago 
they adopted another daughter, 
Ines. Both toddlets are per- 
fectly normal.~ Said Paul: 
“Whenever we look at them 
we realise how lucky we are— 


and how unlucky some other: 


children are.’ 


Hildegarde added: ‘Paul is a 
very good father. And when- 
ever we go to the special 
schools and ‘clinics, the child- 
ren swarm round him imme- 
diately. He is so patient and 
understanding. It is nothing 
to do with him being Paul 
Breitner, the famous 
baller. To them he is just a 
kind friend.’ 

Now the World Cup is over 
Paul is back to the weekly 
visits to the schools. He said: 
‘When my studies are com- 
plete, I will finish with foot- 
ball. I would. want to spend 
all my time. in, I hope, my 
own school.’ 

Although West Germany 
does not have a central educa- 
tive body comparable’ to- The 
Spastics Society, it does have 
several centres where a lot -is 
being done for spastics. There 


- is a chance that a European 


branch of the International 
Cerebral Palsy Society will be 
founded there: 


FOUR young boys aged be- 
tween six and 10 living in Ton- 
bridge so enjoyed the fetes 
they had been to during theie 
summer holidays that they 
decided to hold one of their 
own. With such attractions as 
paying 2p+a throw to shy 
sponges at the organisers, they 
made “£3.09 for The: Spastics 
Society, 


two 


foot- - 


1 


{ 


SEPTEMBER 1974 


SPASTICS NEWS if 


The before... 


BEFORE moving to Habinteg this lady had to negotiate 
a long, dangerous outside staircase every time she wanted 


fo go out. 


Little help 
for partially 
sighted 


EN Britain 
facilities provided for 
- blind than any other group of 
- @isabled people, yet hardly any 


there are more 
-the 


help is available for the 
partially sighted, whether 
adults or children. , 
The Disabled _ Livig 
_ Foundation is conducting a 
survey. into the needs of 
partially-sighted people, and 
the knowledge gained will be 
incorporated into the Informa- 
tion Service run by the DLF. 
Special optical equipment and 
suitable aids for everyday 
living will form part of the 
permanent Aids Centre 
exhibition. 
_ Partially-sighted people and 
members of their families or 
friends are invited to contact 
the Disabled Living Founda- 
tion, which would be glad to 


- hear of problems and solu- 


tions. Inquiries and sug- 
gestions are also welcome from 
manufacturers or those in 
touch professionally with 
partially sighted people of any 
age. 

- Inquiries to Mrs §..Hastrick, 
SRN, Disabled Living Founda- 
tion, 346 Kensington High 
Street, London W14 8NS. (Tel 
01-602 2491.) 


LAMBETH . Association for 
the Disabled is holding an Art 
and Handicraft Exhibition dur- 
ing Help the Disabled Week 
from October 6-12. 
to anyone resident in the 
borough with any form of 
‘handicap or disability, 


Br re ee rere neeremeee somamerzmanae 


TONY APPERLY; of Not- 
fingham, has invented a step- 
stick to help people-who can- 
not manage high steps such as 


- those on to buses. Made of 


standard heavy 
aluminium, the stick, is 


duty 
tted 


with a step that folds down, at 


the touch of the foot to give 


 wsers extra height in mounting 


It is open ° 


. partners, 


A new home 
brings anew 
way of life 


A FILM about the 
Society - sponsored 
Habinteg Housing 
Association was pre- 
miered at the National 
Film Theatre. Called 
‘A change of Place,’ it 
illustrates how. this 
pioneering concept of 
integrated living has 
brought new hope to:a 
number of disabled 
people. 

Some of the residents 
were shown in the accom- 
modation where they lived 
before moving to Moira 
Close, North ~London— 
Habinteg’s first-ever hous- 
ing project. . One elderly 
handicapped woman could 
only reach her flat by 
means of an uncovered 
staircase which became 
very slippery in — wet 
weather. Another had to 


| They won success 
against all odds 


BOOK Review of ‘Despite Disability,’ 


published by 


Educational Explorers, 40 Silver Street, Reading, in the 

“My Life and Work’ series of careers books, at £1.85p. 
Here are autobiographical studies by 11 people with 

various disabilities who have made a success of their 


chosen careers. 


The stories are impressive, not through 


any emotive appeal, but because they are all written in a 
down-to-earth factual manner, totally devoid of self-pity. 
There is a foreword by Jack. Ashley, MP, who though 
deaf, continues his career in Parliament. 


The subjects include a blind 
journalist, a solicitor disabled 
by polio, a librarian suffering 
from epilepsy and a dental 
surgeon who is totally deaf; 
There are also two people 
doing important but less high- 
powered jobs in a sheltered 
workshop. One of the most 
severely handicapped con- 
tributors is Robert Bowell, 
who with the help of Pos- 
sum equipment, has built 
up a successful practice as an 
accountant and also acts as 
editor of the Possum Users’ 
Association newsletter, 


Award winner 
Another 


Possum is spastic Dick Boy- 
dell, a severely-disabled com- 
puter programmer and first 
winner of The  Spastics 


Society’s Achievement Award 
in 1973. His story describes 
how, despite his lack of for- 
mal educational qualifications, 
the high standard of his work 
has won him the much-coyeted 
membership of the British 
Computer Society. 

Lance Green, an assistant 
statistician in the Civil Ser- 
vice, with an impressive string 
of letters after his name, is 
also a spastic. Although he 
is unable to write or to walk 
very far, he holds an honours 
degree in mathematics from 
Cardiff University and a post- 
graduate diploma in statistics. 

All the disabled  profes- 
sionals who. tell their stories 
pay warm tribute to the help 
they have received from par- 
ents, colleagues and marriage 
and tend to play 


person whose 
ability to work depends on 


down their own efforts. 
ever, professional Jaurels are 
never achieved without ‘years. 
of concentrated study or a long 
apprenticeship in the practical 
field: Reading between the 


lines of the book, it is obvious 
that many of the contributors 


have had to work twice as 
hard as their able-bodied col- 
-leagues in order to achieve the 
same goal, 


AP. 


RUNCORN _ residenis —_ are 
being asked to spearhead a 
drive to raise £50,000 to pay 
for a new holiday home for 
spastic children in the North- 
west, A public meeting will 


be held either late September - 
or October. The present home 
at Southport is already over- 
subscribed and the site of a 
new home si Blackpool ie 3s 
possibility, 


How: © 


ee ee ee ae 


carry her 18-year-old up a 
steep narrow flight of steps 
several times a day. By way 


- of contrast, Moira Close, 


with its wide doorways and 
lack of steps, enables the 
handicapped to live on 
equal terms with the able- 
bodied residents of the 
development 


Wedding 


The film shows the wedding 
of Chris and Steve Mackenzie, 
the couple. featured in- last 
month’s Spastics News Habin- 
teg anniversary story, who 
entertained the then Prime 
Minister, Mr Edward Heath; 
to tea after the official open- 
ing last year, Another young 
spastic couple, Yvonne and 
John Hall, former residents of 
the Society’s Oakwood Further 
Education Centre, also 
appeared. The Halls are both 
studying for degrees and travel 
daily from Moira Close to 
the North London Polytechnic. 

The film emphasised that, 
with a little forethought in 
planning accommodation, the 
disabled can lead completely 
independent lives within the 
community. This not only 
builds up their self-respect but 
is cheaper in the long run than 
being kept by the state in resi- 
dential accommodation, 


- 


PRINCESS Anne is behind the 
gift horse now being ridden by 
children at the Corsford 
School for Spastics; . John- 
stone, Scotland. The burgh 
of Ayr decided to buy the 
Princess a wedding gift, and 
knowing her interest in riding 
for the disabled, suggested she 


might like to give a pony to 


handicapped children. The 
Princess agreed and at last a 
suitable mount has been 
found, e 


A WELCOME visitor to 


Corseford School, near 
Johnstone, Renfrewshire, 


was Mr James Loring, 
Director of The Spastics 
Society. Affer touring the 
school, which is widely 
renowned for its advanced 
treatment and care of 
spastic children, and meet- 
ing members of the staff, 
Mr Loring said he was 
highly impressed with 
everything he had seen. 
During his tour, Mr Lor- 


~| ing was accompanied by 


|’ © a Ba 


ee 


} 
i 
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and after 


THE disabled residents of Moira Close, with no steps to 
worry about, can pop round for a chat with a neighbour 
whenever they wish. The wide, covered-in porch gives 
ample protection from the weather. 


Good: response to 
Family Services 
Centre appeal 


ONCE again, The Spastics Society is receiving a good 
response from local groups in the annual appeal for help 
towards running costs of the Family Services and Assess- 
ment Centre in Fitzroy Square, London. Among those ~ 
who have already contributed this year are Colchester and 
District, Colwyn Bay and District, Folkestone and Dis- 
trict, Isle of Wight, Midland Spastic Association, Mone - 
mouthshire Spastics Society, Percy Hedley Centre for 
Spastics and Winchester and District. 


Last year a record total 
of £6.277.50 was donated 
by 73 local groups of the 
Society towards the run- 
ning costs of the centre. 
This included a handsome 


donation of £1,250 from 
the Hemel Hempstead and 


the headmistress, Miss D. 
D. Smith, Mr Archie 
McConnochie, Chairman 
of the Scottish Council for 
the Care of Spastics, Mr 
J. C. M. Cormie, Chair- 
man of the Western 
Regional Committee of the 
Council, and Commander 
A. Cameron, Director of 
the Council. 

Picture shows Mr Lor- 
ing, left, sharing a joke 
with Miss Smith, Com- 
mander Cameron and Mr 
McConnochie. 


' District Group, £500 from 


the South London group, 
£250 from the Canterbury 
and Kent Coast Group, 
Hitchin Spastics Society 


_ and Manchester and Dis- 


trict Spastics Society; £200 
from the Folkestone and 
District Group and £100 o8 
more from 16 other groups 

The Fitzroy Square Centsé 


had another very active. year 


in 1973, with more visitors — 
than ever and a wide variety 
of short courses and seminarg 
for families and spastic people 
of all ages; Rooms at the 
centre were also used by othe 
organisations such as the 
Disablement Income Group 
and the Central Council for the 
Disabled, as well as by the 
Association of °62 Clubs for 


spastics, and mS other Society 
activities. 


_ Their problems 


In addition to the regulat 
panel assessments, an increas 
ing number of families and 
individuals visited Fitzroy 
Square to discuss problem 
with various professional mem - 
bers of staff, to seek informas 
tion, look at equipment and 
toys, ‘meet other people and 
spend: a few days in London 
either on their own or with | 
their children. 

As with all the Society's sere - 
vices, costs are continually — 
rising and charges have had 
to be increased at Fitzro 
Square. However, they sti 
compare favourably with simis 
lar hotel services in central 
London and it is expected that 
the centre will have to meet a 


gross deficit 0-529, 0 in Lis 
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New view at 
the hospital 


THE writing was on the wall 
“for the decor of the spastic 
children’s day centre at Alder 
Hey Hospital, Liverpool. ‘It 
was painted in typical hospital 
yellow, green and -pink 
was pretty grim all round, 
said trainee art teacher ‘Terry 
Holland. 
He and his three fellow art 
students at Liverpool Poly- 
technic decided that the decor 


would simply have to-go. They _ 


had heard about conditions at 
the centre last: October: and 
«decided to ~ investigate © for 
themselves, - : 

‘We found a large, ugly old 


and » 


building rather 
size air-raid shelter and 
covered that the staff had been 
trying to get if redecorated for 
some time without success.’ 
said Terry. “The children who 
used itswere all tinder five 
and-spent long-periods of time 
lying on their backs staring at 
the blank walls. 
The first thing that Terry, 
Jeremy Main, John Holland 


dis- 


like an over- * 


MICKEY MOUSE, Bugs Bunny, 


spastic children’s centre at Alder Hey Hospital. 


Tom the Cat and 
Donald Duck bring a bit of zip into the decor of the 


Right is 


‘Terry Holland who, with his three art college friends, put 
Mickey and pals in the picture. 


an entire day. Then we painted 
them lignt blue and dark — 


Back. at -the’ Polytechnic 

were busy . constructiag oa 
designing the murals “which 
would be transferred to the 
centre for painting. “The work 
was split up between the four 


of us ard now we've been able 


to put the «final — finishing 
touches to it Money. for the 
project was »provided~ by the 


Polytechnic. with an. allowance 


“of £30, but the students dipped 


and Juiian Cohen turned the IL, 


hands to, however, was the 
“escrubbiig brush and*act the 
paint brush. 
‘The first task was to leat 
the walls, and that alone took 


‘Her visitor 
was a 
suprise 


A WORTHING. woman 


has written to her local 
paper to congratulate her 
local Physically. Handi- 
capped and Able-bodied 
club. The cause of her 
praise is the result of acting 
as hostess to a French boy. 
The family had been told 
by the agency that they 
could éxpect a 16-year-old 
_ French boy.. When ite 
arrived, the writer dis- 
coyered that ‘he was a 
severely handicapped spas- 
tic. He needed constant 
care and attention and the 
family was put in touch 
with Mrs Patricia Burten- 
Shaw, chairman of the local 
PHAB club. The club saw 


that the boy was enter- | 


tained and helped the 


family cope with the situa-~ 


tion that it had not been 
prepared for. The writer 


concluded her letter with 


praise and gratitude for the 
work of PHAB. 


Villagers 


A ROW is brewing in the: 


Devon village of Combe 


Martin over the provision: 


of a summer camp. for 


handicapped children. The’ 


children, aged between 12 
and 16, are all severely dis- 


abled aud attend Mayfield. 
Birmingham, 


School, 


where Michael Duncan is 


! 
| 


i 


During -the ~ week © the 
Society will be ~ studying » 
ways of developing a vessel 
which would .be  particu- 
larly suitable for the handi- 
capped. At the moment 
Mr Arthur Edwards. 
Physical Education Adviser 
to The Spastics Society, is 
particularly interested in a 


catamaran with a scoop 
deck. This makes it easy 


for disabled. sailors to slide 
from one side of the boat 
to the other while ‘coming 
about, — without 
hindered by centre board 
boxes and other protuber- 
ances. 
‘Sailing is. an’ excellent 
sport for many disabled 
people, 


mally confined to wheel- 


chairs most of the time, 


being: 


* part 


> said Mr Edwards. - 
“Many people who are nor-_ 


\ A 


into their pockets from time to 
time. 


And as for those. two-tone 
walls with their giant nurais, 
occupational ‘terapist. Anne 


Moflat said: ‘They -have trans- 
formed the whole place and 
made if much more cheerful.’ 
Picture by courtesy of The 
Liverpool Echo 


Now spastics can 
3 ; eF : 
learn to sail 
THE Spastics Society continues its pioneering role in-sport 
for the disabled next month, when it holds’a ‘Sailing Week’ 
for spastics, at Port Talbot. in Wales. 


people, most of whom have néver sailed before. will be 
taking part in the event, from September 16 to 20. 


About 25 digabied 


can learn to handle a boat 
quite well, because they 
don’t need the use of their 
legs when. they’re afloat. 

‘Naturally the people taking 
in the course will have 

life jackets and ‘safety har- 
nesses. All of them have their 
ASA Personal Survival Award 
as well. ; 

- The Steel. Corporation of 
Wales has offered the Society. 
the use of its reservoir at Port 
Talbot for the Sailing Week, 
together with a club house and 
other facilities. 

“And the 
tion for West Glamorgan has 
offered the use of the-County’s 


fleet of 14 dinghies, together 
with .instructors. Swansea 
Sailing Club has agreed. to 


take some of: the spastics for 
a cruise round Swansea Bay, 
to give them some experience 
of sailing in open water. 


object to ho 


headmaster. For the past 
three years they ‘have 
camped in tents at Barham 
Shetland Pony Stud Farm 
run by retired Army Major 


Gordon Duncan, Michaels 


brother. 

Major Duncan_ has 
applied for planning per- 
mission for wooden huts 


liday plan 


. to enable the’more severely | 


disabled children to stay, 
but this has been turned 
down. He has appealed 
to North Devon District 


Council which has received 
dozens of letters trom. vil- 
lagers objecting -to 


ad 


Watch out... 
there are mean 
thieves about 


THE Spasties Society’s collect- 
ing boxes are the targets tor 
petty thieves up and down the 


country.: A box was included 
in the haul from a fish and 
poultry shop in Sheflield and 
another was taken from a 
chemists’ shop in Billericay. 
It was the second charity box 


to go from the shop in- the - 


town in the fast two weeks. 
Earlier a box for the blind 
disappeared from a jeweller’s, 
and Billericay police said: 
“We seem to have a particularly 
mean thief around at the 
moment. 

A spastics shop itself was 


the target in Barnsley... A 
wonian aged about 50 went 
into the shop in Pontefract 


Road and asked if she could 
try on some clothes. She was 
shown into a staff room but 
left without making a purchase, 
and it was discovered that a 


wallet containing £6.30 and 
keys had been stolen. 

However, a story in the 
Bucks Free Press about a 


young spastic who had had his 
wallet stolen while attending 4 
brought a wari 
The wallet 


had ‘contained personal papers 


pop concert 


public response. 


and the money Linton Edwards 
was saving for a pilgrimage 
to Lourdes. . Within a few 
days a woman contacted Lin- 
ton’s mother to say her hus- 
band had found the wallet a 
few miles away and was hand- 
ing it in to the police. And 
an ex-convict was so moyed by 
the tale that he sent Linton £10 
which he stressed was come by 
‘honestly through daily toil’ 
The Rotary Club of High 
Wycombe has ako. contributed 
towards the cost of the 
journey. 


Director of Educa~ | 


the . 
scheme, , Ly 


Garage owners: Please copy 
Doug’s helpfal new idea 


GARAGE owner Doug 
Skeggs has started a moye- 
ment which he hopes. will 
spread to garages not only 
in this country but onthe 
Continent, too. 

For he discovered while 
working on charity com- 
mittees that when it came 
to self-service petrol pumps 
garages, the disabled were 
at a definite disadvantage. 
They may be unable to 
leave their yehicles and 


operate the pumps and if # 
the garage has only .one 


attendant operating .the 


cash register there is no one 


to the driver’s 
In fact, says. 


to come 
assistance. 


Mr Skeggs, ‘One disabled 
driver from. Sunbury’ was. 
actually refused assistance: 
—nhot.at one of our gar- 


ages, I’m happy to say.’ 

Mr Skeggs has six garages— 
in Shepperton, Ashford, Esher, 
two in Virginia Water and one 


in Shoreham, Sussex. And now. 
he is operating a special aid to 


the handicapped. At _.the 


_ entrance of each forecourt a 


biltboard is clearly displayed 


carrying the access to. handi- 


capped symbol of a figure-in a 
wheelchair. . Above is ~ the 
word ‘petrol’ and below it, the 
times that disabled drivers can 


~expect help in being served. 
‘We always have two people’ 


on - our forecourts—one is 
known as a “floater” and he is 
there to give any assistance 
necessary, said Mr Skeggs, The 
scheme is only just under way 
and so far Mr Skeggs is un- 
able to assess whether more 
than the usual number of. dis- 
abled drivers are taking 
advantage of his service. He 
is working on a’ variety of 


methods in which disabled 
drivers. can . summon help, 
either by means. of. a> con- 


venient bell or a symbol in the 
windscreen. Initially he. feels 
that the simplest, practicable 
solution is for the driver to 
‘hoot’ for help. 

‘IT am hoping that the Auto- 
mobile Association: will in- 
clude the symbol in their 
guide to garages’ just as 
Good Food Guide uses 
illustrate restaurants 
sible in a wheelchair,’ 

He has had a lot of .response 


it to 
acces- 


to his campaign from inter- 
ested organisations such as the 
Disabled. Drivers’ 
the 


Association 
and 


Consumer Associa-: 


the ~ 


ONE 


tion. The Minister for the 
Disabled, Mr Alf Morris, 
wrote congratulating him and 
saying that he was passing on 
information te officials in his 
Ministry. 

‘As far: as I know we are 
the only garages operating this 
service, but one. day I hope 
every garage will be partici- 
pating—we'll get there in the 
end.’ said Mr’ Skeggs confi- 
dently. 


WHEN E#ileen® Mirfin, of 
Cupar in. Scotland, won the 
‘Miss FPife’’ beauty contest 


earlier this year, she decided 


to hand over part of her prize 


money to a worth-while cause, 
and last 
cheque for £20 to Mr Yom 
Robson, 
Spastic Association, 


of the garages which — 
goes out of its way to show a 
‘welcome to the disabled driver. 


‘month presented a 


chairman of the Fife. 
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‘Babs’ is on 
her way 
WHAT the Model T Ford and — 
the Mini became to the rest = 
of the motofing public, ‘Babs’. 
could become to the meaised 

driver. 

ert hatter after Barbata 
Castle, Secretary of State for ~ 
the Social Services, is a new, 
specially- designed, © extra-safe 
car, the prototype of which, it 
is hoped, will be unveiled 


within the’ next few weeks. ~~ ~~ 


- Features’ of the car include 
saleability, a top speed of 60- 
mph, manoeuvrability, pettol — 
economy and instead of a con- — 
ventional driver’s seat; it will ~ 
be possible instead to.lock the - 
driver's wheelchair securely in ° 
position. ; 

The doors are at the rear. 
“fer easy access from the kerb — 


“and the two | passenger seats. 


a each jother. Should eee 

ssi abprove the car, it” 
fd e. on the» market at. 
around £700, subject to. var i 
tax and VAT, . ee 


